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Information Division August 29, 1930 Munitions Building 
Air Coros Z Washington, D.C. 








The chief purxose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying nersonnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corys, National 
Guard, and others connected with aviation. 
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DEMONSTRATING AMERICAN LANES IN EUROPE 
By A. M. Jacobs 


After four months of demonstration flying in Trrovean capitals, lst Lieut. 
James E. Parker, Air Corns, test »ilot at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, set the 
wneels of a plane down on home soil recently and quietly slinned back into his 
job. Lieut. Parker weat to Eurove as a member of a "Flying Mission" organized 
by the Curtiss-Wright Company to demonstrate their lanes. His comoanions on 
the exxedition were Pilots Melvin Hall (formerly a Mejor in the Air Service) in 
charge; Lieutenant James H. Doolittle, one of the foremost American flyers, 
who recently resigned from the Air Corns; Captain J. T. Cannon, of Duncan 
Field, Texas; William H. Goulding, and two mechanics. 

Four »lanes formed their fleet - a "Fledgeling" (two-seater training), 
piloted by Captain Cannon; a "Falcon" (two-seater observation), piloted by Lieut. 
Parker; a "Robin" icoentiaeamuation ’assenger), piloted by Mr. Goulding, and a "Hawi" 
a poten Pursuit), -yiloted by Lieut. Doolittle. ‘The party landed at 
Athens, Greece, the latter »nart of Avril and gave two flying exhibitions for the 
military and civil authorities, which Lieut. Parker describes as follows: 

"First," he sass, "Cannon vent w> with the *Fleageling* and showed the control in 
stalls close to the ground and in landings. He then went un to a thousand feet, 
put it through loovs, sins, rolls, inverted flight, pulled one or two Imnelmans 
and landed. ‘Then Doolittle and I took off, did a cowsle of dives and chandelles ~ 
in tight formation, then broke and gave a mock combat fairly low. Then I took 
the *Falcon' uo to a thousand feet and twisted it avout, followed by a counle of 
dives with either loons off the ground or Immelmans, some flying on the side, a 
fast speed flight over the crowd, and landed. Doolittle had climbed to avout 
6,000 feet by the time I landed, and made a power dive, rolled woward, looved 
rolling.in the loops, a double Immelman and a loo» out of it. He then dived, 
followed by an inverted climb or zoom, gave an inverted flight, side flight, 
landed, took off into a loop and landed. It lasted about twenty mimtes and so 
was fairly sna py. 

"Everyone was more impressed by our flying on the side than anything else. 
we did. They thought it remarlzable." 

It sounds most snaypy and remarizable. As one of the Greek news a ers 
naively expressed it, "None of the French or other foreign acrobats who, have. 
passec through Saloniki have »resented such wonders to us. Probably their’ 
machines did not permit them to do so." They refer to Lieut. Doolittle as "the 
quickest in the whole world." oe 

After the demonstration flights, foreign pilots, officials, and often 
woyerty 3 and the family of royalty were taken un for flights. Tims, Lieutenant 
Parker'=: pilot-book holds the entry: "Sofia, Bul; garia - May 8 - Prince Cyril for 
ride - .5 minutes." 

From Athens the arty flew to Saloniki, Belgrade, Bucharest, Constantinonle, - 
Eskiselur. (the. Kelly Field of Turkey - only bigger even than Ke’ly, Lieut. Parker 
explains), Angora, Buda»est, Vienna, Munich, Berne, Prague, Yarsaw, Leda, Drinsk, . 
Riga, Kovno, Reval, Helsingfors, Hanko, Berlin, Brussels, Paris and Rotterdam. 
The planes were left at Rotterdam for shirment, the aviators flying to London via 
the commercial airways and sailing for home. Lieut. Parker states that with all 
the acrovatics the »lanes reached the journey's end without a scratch. 

Much of the flying in Southern Turkey, Greece and Bulgaria was over rough, 
mountainous country without landing fields. Once in the Belkan Mountains they 
were held u» by fog, the only delay to their schedule. Flights through the 
Alps, Southern Germany, and Austria were indescribabyy beautiful. 

Everywhere the civil authorities, members of the divlomatic corps, military 
heads; and the Aero Clubs entertained them royally. They were made honorary mem= - 
bers of most of the Aero Clubs, and that of Turkey »resented them with handsome 
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gifts unon their denarture. With the excention of the major Burosean ~owers, 
they found apvarscntly little manufacturing of military aircraft in »rogress, 
Czechoslovakia doing the larzest amount. 

Since re orbing assin at Wright Field from his four months! leave of absence 
from the Amy, Lieut. Parker has tackled his work with the Flying Branch with 
all his old time enthusiasm. He cane to Wright Field in November, 1928, his 
special work having teen flight testing ever since. 
omen} aes —- 


MORE ABOUT CALI®CRNTA SUNSHINE 


The News Letter Cerres»ondent from the Primery Flying Schocl, March Field, 
Riverside, Calif., states thit the climete in Swthern California this summer 
has been, as so frequsutly exnressed by the natives, "unusual." The days have 
been sunshiny but cool, with a few short hot s:ells. However, as a whole, the 
temperature this summer has been mich below that of »orevious summers. &s a re- 
sult, several officers have deferred taking their leaves. The sunshine, how- 
ever, has put a nice sont of bronze on all the officers, even to the extent that 
one sun-orowned officer's nationality was questioned by the U.S. Immigration 
authorities ag he crossed the Mexican Border from Agua Cailiente. 

--~000-—— 


FRANCE FIELD OFFICERS FLY PHOTOGRAPHIC MISSION IN COSTA RICA 


No cross-country flights of any consequence have been written into the 
records of the Field duriug the past two months with the exception of an eight- 
day photographic mission to Costa Rica, renvorts the News Letter Correspondent 
from France Field, Fanama Canal Zone. This mission was for the purvose of ob- 
‘taining aerial photographs of the nronased route of the Pan-American Highway for 
the Costa Rican government. First Lieut. A.Y. Smith and Staff Sergeant Crov, 
of the l2th Photo Secticn, and lst Lieut. John G. Moore and Technical Sergeant 
Ashby, of the 7th Observation Squsdren, were assigned to the mission. They 
established their headquarters at San Jose, the capital. 

. = O00~~-= 


GENERAL M¢COY MAKZS LONG CROSS-COUNTRY 


Major-General Frank R. McCoy, Commanding General of the Fourth Corps Area, 
“made a cross-country flight to Buzzards Bay, Massachusetts, in an 0-22 from 
Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala., recently. He was piloted by Lieut. John W. 
Sessums, Air Corps. 

A week later, General McCoy arrived at Maxwell Field for another visit. 
Immediately after his landing, an aerial review was flown by the Regular officers 
of the field and officers of the. Organized Reserve attending a two weeks! en~ 
campment. Accompanying Generai McCoy was his aide, Licut. Wm. S. Biddle, piloted 
by Lieut. Raymond R. Brown, of Atlanta, in an O11. Following the review the 
General addressed a meeting of the Alabama State Convention of the American 
Legion, returning to Fort McVherson, Ga., the following day. 

——-000——— 


ACTIVITIZS AT THE AIR CORES TECHNICAL SCHOOL 


According to the activity revort of the Air Corps Technical School at 
Chanute Field, Rantoul, Tll., for July, three classes of enlisted men, compris- 
ing a total of 24 students, pursued the course of instruction in ths Devartment 
of Photography. One class of six officers graduated from the hotograxhic course 
on July 14th, and one class cf five enlisted men graduated on July 18th. 

nlisted. students undergoing instruction in the Department of Mechanics mun- 
bered 209, with 29 men awaiting entrance to the school. The instruction of the 
first classés under the revised vrogrem of training which went into effect on 
July lst has progressed very satisfactorily. 

Undergoing instruction in the Department of Commnications were four classes 
of enlisted men, totakling 43. 

Class No. 1, Armament Section, Schocl Year 1930-1931, was assigned but nine 
students, thus cutting down the number of graduates per year which can be sent 
from this course, 
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COLONEL FICKEL GOES TO WASHINGTON 
By A. M. Jacobs 


Lieut.-Colorel and. Mrs. Jacob E. Fickel, after a four-year residence. in 
Dayton, Ohio, left carly in fugast for Washington, D.C., where the former will 
enter the Army War College. Thais is the Army's most advanced school, its train- 
ing preparing the officers for the ranking commands and for the handling of per- 
sonnel of the largest groups. ‘faeugh lcvking forward to this one-year course, 
it is with the greatest regret that Colonel and Mrs. Fickel toolxc leave of Dayton. 
Coming here four years azo with Generad Gillmore, Colonel Fickel has served ever 
since as the Executive of the Materiei Division, both under Generals Gillmore 
and Foulois, except for a short a after General Foulois' devarture, when he 
acted as Chief cf the Materiel Division. In this work his conscientious effort 
and ability have been vnmiestioned. ; 

Colonel Fickel is one of the high-ranking Air Corps officers promoted from 
the line. From 1902 to 1904 he was a cadet with the (aast Guard. Later he en- 
listed as a »rivate of Infantry. J+ was not until 1907 that he was commissioned 
a end Lieutenant. In 1910 he began exverimenting with er Curtiss in firing 
guns from airplanes, and he was known as the first aerial gunner. In 1916, 
when he held the rank of Cantain, he transferred from the Infantry to the Avia- 
tion Section of the Signal Corps. He served in many stations throughout the 
United States and twice in the Philipoine Islands at fiveeyear intervals. 

During the War, Colonel Fickel was flying instructor in several training 
schools and in comnand of the one at Carruthers Field, Texas. Following the 
close of the War, his duties lay mostly in the Office cf the Chief of the Air 
Corps in Washington, as Comptroller of the Syruce Production Board, in the Air 
Corps Finance Offices, and as Chief of the Supoly Division. 

Colonel Fickel has never lost his zest for flying. Recently he flow from 
Florida to Panama across the Carribean Sea, with Lieuts. Albert F. Hegenberger 
and: Ennis C. Whitehead. <A graduate of the Advanced Flying School, he holds 
the ratings of Airslane Pilot and Airolane Observer. He graduated from the Air 
Corps Tactical School in 1925 and was an honor graduate ef the Command and 
General Staff School in the following year. 

—=--000~—— 


ORGANIZATION DAY FOR 24th PURSUIT SQUADRON 


The 24th Pursuit Squadron, a unit of the 20th Pursuit Group, and which is 
attached to the 6th Composite Group, became a year older on July 19th, when it 
celebrated "Organization Day" at the Palm Grove in the Republic of Panama. The 
party proved even more of a success than was anticipated, and was attended by 
avoroximately 250 officers and’ enlisted men. Coveralls and canteen :cups com- 
prised the uniform for the day. z : 
---000--= Mat i 


CALIFORNIA NATIONAL GUARD AIRMEN SPENT TWO WEEKS IN. CAMP 


The 115th Observation Squadron and 115th Photo Section, 40th Division 
Aviation, California National Guard, stationed at Griffith Park, Los Angeles, 
Calif., returned to their station on August Sth, after two weeks spent at the 
anmal summer training camp of the California National Guard at Camp San Iwis 
Obispo, located about half way between Los Angeles and San Francisco. 

The aviation personnel comprised 15 officers and 85 enlisted men, and these 
together with the other spacial troops made uo the Special Unit Area. Wine ships 
were flown to and from Camp San Iwis Obispo, and aerial operations were carried 
on during every day at camp with total casualties of one tail skid. And this in 
the face of a none too good landing field at the camp. 

"We give all credit to our force of efficient and loyal line mechanics," 
says the News Letter Corresnondent, adding that they labored many nights into 
the small hours and missed several social gatherings in order to have the 
equipment ready for the air the next morning. "The entire orgenization joins 
in this yublic acknowledgment of the very fine work done in a cheerful and 
soldier-like manner by our staff of 'mechs.'" 

The Squadron carried out a very full schedule of work in’ sommmebian with 
the 40th Division Staff, the 79th and 80th brigades and the syecial troops, in- 
cluding the Signal, Tenks, Engineers and M.P.'s. ‘The missions were varied, 
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including attacds: formations on troops on the march and denloying; »xhotogranhic 
missions, including verticels and obliques of given »in-roints and objectives; 
»hotography, including the delivery to the Photo Section for develoning ani 
printing, and the droysiaz of finished orints at field C.P's, all moving o1 a 
given time schedule; contact missions with the Infantry in the field, inclzding 
the dropping and nicking wo of wessases; communication with ground units of the 
Signal Corps by panels and Very flares; redio missions with ground stations, 
including two-way voice and key; reconiaissance and sketching missions; carrying 
the Staff for purnoses of acrial observation; the completion of a mosaic may of 
the countryside for Staff wurposes; machine gunnery with both fixed front and 
flexible rear guns on ground targets and tow targets; and aerial bombing. 

The flight schedule was in efiect from 8:30 to 11:00 in the mornings and 
from 1:50 to 3:00 in the afternoons. Cross-country trips for training, and the 
ferrying of personnel and materiel was carried on at all times. The total 
pilot and aircraft time for the two weeks has not yet been commiled, but each 
pilot secured plenty of time in the air, averaging axroximately three hours 
a dey, plus some observer time. 

The Squadron feels that this has been the most instructive, efficient, well 
organized and discinlined camp it has ever had the privilege of particinating 
in, and already looks forward with »leasure to next year's camp, when the 
entire 40th Division will be in the field at the same time. 
~--000--- : 





MITCHEL FIELD AIRMEN PARTICIPATE IN AIRPORT DEDICATION AT ROCHESTER, N.Y, 
Ey the News Letter Corres:ondent 


Desxite unfavorable flying weather, nine »lanes under the command of Major 
William Ord Ryan, took off from Mitchel Field, N.Y¥., for the Airoort opening at 
Rochester on Saturday morning, August 16th. The ships, immediately following 
their arrival over the airnort, went into an exhibition of formation flying, 
going from "V" to echelon, then into lines and finally into column of threes in 
line. Then they started diving around the field and making a lot of noise 
before finally landing. Sounds tame enough, but it mst have looked pretty 
good, for when the boys climbed out of the shivs they found sudden fame awaiting. [| 

The usual »victures were taken and then the flyers were led away to lunch, 
escorted by no less then three brass bands! They Lan ted , and Major Ryan s-oke, 
and as an Amen to his words the band burst forth into the Star Spangled Baniier. 
Too bad we weren't all there. It sounds grand!' 

Well, amid the cheers of what seemed lilte all of Rochester, our’ embarrassed 
heroes‘: left for their hotel. Several informal parties were held in the evening 
before the banquet of the year took lace. Hye witnesses say that no such 
banquet has ever been before. It was strictly stag and almost entirely American 
Legion. Everyone had a great time and very few were injured in the »late thror- 
ing contest that climaxed and ended the »erty. 

The next day the hospitable Rochesterites took our »vilots to their country 
clubs to swim, play golf or tennis, or loaf, according to their individu} dis- 
9 ositions. And on Monday our lads reluctantly started home. 

There are all sorts of airport openings, but Major Ryan's team is uuiianimous 
in >roclaiming this the best of all. Joe Baylor of Old Kentucky was heard to 
remark that Rochester hos»itality wes as good as that at home. What more can 
be said? 

---000--- 


All UNUSUAL CRACK-UP 


Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texes, was the scene of an umusual craciup 
several days ago, when an A~3B airplane, piloted by Lieut. Frank F. Iverest, Jr., 
of Fort Crockett, Texas, in attemoting a landing, sounced won a PT-S airolane 
of Brooks Field, parked on "dead line," which vas occuvied by Lieut. H.S. _ 
Sanders, pilot, and Cadet Miles, »assenger. The tail and right wing of Lieut. 
Sanders' plane was wrecked. Lieut. Everest, in explaining the accident, stated 
that he was under the impression that Lieut. Sanders was preparing to taxy from 
the line, and so attempted to lend in place. 

---000--- 













Corresnondents are requested to send in their contributions for the Air 
Corps News Letter on the lst and 15th of every month. 
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“AIR CORPS INSIGNIA 


"Say, how can you nilots tell your friends when you get to scray in! ‘way 
up in the air?" 

This question was asked at a large airoort, on the Pacific Coast, where 
practically all the fighting units of Uncle Sam's Arny Air Corms were assembled 
in an organization knewn as the Provisional Wing. They were demonstrating to 
the people of a Southern California city how the Air Corns operates, how the 
various lanes fly and fight, and what the highly trained vilots can do with 
their machines in the way of combat, formation, bombing, and other types of 
flying for which the planes are designed and built. . 

On a tower near the Administration Building of the airport, two tensely 
busy officers alternated in watching the >lanes and broadcasting to the crowds 
a description of these »lanes and the meaning of their bewildering evolutions. 
First on the program were the »lanes of the Srd Attack Group, demonstrating how 
Attack planes would "strefe" ground troons. The whole array of 150 particinat- 
ing aircraft had taken off from the field and retired to some distant point. 
Suddenly over the treetops - "hedgehopoing," to use an air term - swooned a. 
formation of nine planes at full throttle. On their flanks they all bore the 
same design. Speeding up to their maximum of 151 miles an hour, they dove at 
the field, not ten feet off the ground, and in a twinkling they were gone, 
being in view not more than a few seconds. 

But the officers at the "mike" had svotted the ‘designs and over the loud- 
speaker came. the announcement: . 

"Attack planes of the 8th Squadron!" Then, as another formation swept 
past, coming from the direction the others had derarted, the louds»neakers 
rumbled; "--followed by those of the 13th’ Squadron." After a ‘momentary ase, 
during which a third group of »slanes swooped from nowhere and were gone ina 
screaming dive; "--and' then by those of the 90th Squadron." © 

To the. onlookers the Attack ‘planes all looked alike. Infact, the announce 
ment conveyed the information. that they were all Curtiss Falcons. That the an- 
nouncer knew in advauce the secuence of the attacking squadrons and could so 
announce. them was quite possible. Later, however, when one among the 75 Pursuit 
planes then in. the air came down pecanse. of motor trouble and the announcer call- 
ed its squadron as it taxied ‘to the line, the average snectator doubtless was 
puzzled to know how the ship was identified SO readily. 

When all planes were once more paried on the field after the demonstration, 
a closer inspection was made by many of the snectators. From a distance every 
plane of the type looked exactly alike. For instance, one Boeing Pursuit »lane 
looked like another, as did a Curtiss Hawk. One’ Keystone Bomber looked like 
another Keystone Bomber. One Attack »lane looked like another--or did they 
really? What was that spot on.the side of the body, or fuselage, of the Attack 
plane »arked at that end of the line that made its atypearance differ from that 
of an Attack »lane »arked elsewhere on the field?* Why should that mark on the | 
nose of one Bomber differ so from the mark on another Bomber's nose? 

"Insignia," laconically explained one of the leather-jacketed flyers. "Each 
Grow) and each Squadron within a Group has its distinctive insignia. Tach fly- 
ing officer, in fact, has his squadron insignia »ainted on the breast of his 
leather jacket. That's so the squadron commander can quickly call.his men about 
him for a conference bofore taking off. 

"See this?" pointing to a bomb-throwing pirate realistically ‘0ised in paint 
on his jacket. "That's the insignia of the 20th Bombardment Squadron, the best 
outfit --- 

"Yeah, after the 96th!" cut in another. sun=tanned airman. "Here's ours," 
and he »ointed to a nose-thumbing, bom clutching devil all in vivid red. 

This sounded fine. Seeking more information, the inquirer was obligingly 
escorted on a tour of the parked »lanes by the »air of friendly rival aviators. 
Insignia, it was soon learned, stood for something besides just a means of iden- 
tification. Hach design represented either the duty engaged in by the outfit 
that bore it or the achievements of that outfit, and sometimes both. They might 
be beautiful, artistic, grotesque, formal, or almost ribald, but they all had a 
meaning. 

Usually only one »lane had the insignia of ‘the Group, a ‘Groun being composed 
of one or more squadrons. This was the Groun Commander's plane. ‘That of the end 
Bombardment Group was significant. It assumes as its chief the recent activities 
of the Group over the battlefields of France. Along the head of the shield are 
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five scalloped palets, each one reoresenting one of the five major offensives 
in which the Group varticipated - Cantigny, Aisne-Marne, St- Mihiel, Chateau- 
Thierry, and Meuse-Argonne. The center ralet bears a white fleur-de-lys, syn- 
bolizag France. The shield itself is gold, with four blue aerial bombs in 

its center. Blue and gold are the Air Cor»s colors and the four bombs are the 
four comkatant squadrons which comorised the Group. Beneath the shield is the 
motto: aes Et Destruction (Death and Destruction), an axoropriate one for a 
bombardment outfit. 

Without doubt the squadron insignia of the outfits in this Second Bombard- 
ment Group stand out most clearly in one's memory. The 20th Squadron has a 
pirate hurling a hand grenade. As he dashes to the attack he trods a horizontal 
aerial bomb with two bands and eleven crosses. ‘The two bands stand for the 
major offensives in which this squadron vlayed a leading vart, bringing dom 
eleven enemy »lanes while defending themselves on their bombing raids over the 
enemy lines in the late war. 

A red devil thumbing his nose at his target (whatever the target may be) 
on the ground is the insignia of the 96th Squadron. The devil holds an aerial 
bomb with the other hand. The 49th Squadron insignia shows a wolf's head, mouth 
open, teeth bared. War is no gentle art, nor do these designs as a general rule 
devict »astoral scenes. 

Yet not so grim are the insignia of the service squadrons of the Air Corps - 
those hard-working units charged with engineering and repair work for the group 
of which they are a part. A beaver - symbol of their busy life - is worn by the 
59th Service Squadron. The 56th Service Squadron's insignia is a hawk with a 
broken wing, perched on a post, while that of the 66th Service Squadron shows a 
large gear wheel, with four smaller gears radiating from the master gear at 90 
degree intervals. This latter squadron is part of the Composite Group in the 
Philipoine Islands, and the four smaller gears represent the four squadrons of a 
well balanced Composite Group - Pursuit, Attack, Bombardment and Observation. 

Grarhically renresentative are the insignia of the school squadrons. Peer- 
ing through a telescope, a broadly caricatured bird identifies the Air Corps 
Advanced Flying School, located at Kelly Field, Texas. This is an Observation 
school squadron and the telescove represents observation aviation. In one of 
the bird's claws reooses a brick - ancient means of defense. One must SUIOSe 
that-the Squadron's commanding officer at the time was an Irishman to thus dexict 
this bit of "confetti." The 40th School Squadron, a bombing school outfit, also 
at Kelly Field, has a wedge shaved book, showing its student members that by 
hard study one may wedge his way toward successful graduation. On the book is a 
bat, symbolizing the nocturnal activity in burning the midnight oil. The body 
of the bat, axorooriatoly enough, is an aerial bomb. 

The Air Corys Tactical School at Langley Field, Va., has an insignia embrac- 
ing all four tyves of military aviation. Four lightning streaks flash from the 
mailed fist of mars. One streak »arallels the horizon. That stands for Pursuit 
eviation, the mission of which is to fight aircraft in the air. Three other 
streaks flash dovmward towards the earth, and these stand for Observation, Bom- 
bardment and Attack aviation, which carry their destructive warfare against — 
ground troops. Included in this school's insignia is a lamp - the lamp of 
knowledge - a-yoropriate for a school. ‘The shield is divided in its background 
into green, the earth below, and blue, the sky above. 

An.ther organization well know to airminded America is the First Pursuit 
Group, stationed at Selfridge Field, which also was at the maneuvers on the 
Pacific Coast. Its insignia is to»ped with the motto "Aut Vincere Aut Mori" 
(Conquer or Die). Which is nrecisely what Pursuit craft mst do for, having no 
defensive armament to their rear, this type of plane mst fight it out to the 
end in the skies. To turn tail would-be: to »erish. Literally they mast conquer 
or die. Below the motto of the First Pursuit Group is a shield with five stripes 
and five black crosses, representing the five squadrons which the Group had when 
it was in action and the five major engagements credited to the outfit for its 
World War service. 

The 17th Squadron of this famous Group has for its insignia a snow owl div- 
ing on its prey. ‘This bird symbolizes the Arctic weather ex ,erienced five miles 
aloft, at which altitude Pursuit aviation fights. The 27th Squadron's crest is 
@ hawk diving to attack. The 94th Squadron's once was the old hat-in-the-ring, 
but this has been changed to an Indian with mouth distended in a lusty war-whoop. 


An artistic emblem is the Third Attack Group's. A shield contains a knight's 


helmet and a pair of wings, with the motto "Non Solum Armis (Not by Arms Alone). 
As one young member of the Group explained, "The noise of the roaring planes, 
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diving on a bunch of ground troops, scares as many of 'em to death as the bul- 
lets and bombs fromthe dlanes kill or wound." The insignia also contains nine- 
teen black crosses, the number of enemy :lanes its members brought down in 
France. In the Third Attack Grou» are also the 8th Attack Squadron, with an 
eagle, its wings extended and the Liberty Bell held in its claws; the 13th 
Attack Squadron, with a skeleton swinging a scythe, and the 90th Attack Squad- 
ron, with two red dice. ‘The cubes have just rolled a "natural." 

The Observation units, too, have their insignia. There is the Ninth 
Group's, stationed at Mitchel Field, L.I., which has a shield to xped by a crest 
and standing on a scroll. The crest is a rattlesnake entwined about some 
cactus. Service with Pershing in Mexico justifies the design of that crest, 
while the wavy line running through the middle of the Ninth Group's shield 
symbolizes the Rio Grande. <A quartet of crosses on the shield is for the four 
major engagements of the Grou» in France and for the fact that the greatest 
number of enemy planes brought dow in any engagement was that number. ‘The 
scroll simply says "Semper Paratus" (Always Ready). 

Most catchy of all, »robably, is the 11th Bombardment Squadron's insignia. 
It shows Jiggs, comic creation of George licManus, celebrated cartoonist. The 
portly Jiggs is bringing home the bacon = which in this case is an aerial bomb 
held under one arm. Strolling airily along, Jiggs is wuffing on an important 
looking cigar, tilted at a cocky angle. | | 

Another insignia which has been much »vhotogravhed of lete is that of the 
95th Pursuit Squadron, stationed at Rockwell Field, Calif., owing to that out- 
fit's activities at extremely high altitudes. This insignia shows a kickingArmy 
mule whose name might well be Dynamito, judging from its dangerous a» earance. 

The domed National Capitol is the insignia of the Air Corns Detachment at 
Bolling Field, Washington, D.C. Carrying out the motif of its »ictorial insig- 
nia this outfit has named each of its planes after a State of the Union. When- 
ever possible, in assigning a lane to a flight to a distant State, the Command- 
ing Officer orders out a »lane of corres»onding name. 

Painting of insignia on planes is usually done on the sides of the fuselage, 
back of the rear cockpit. In Bombers, hovever, they are shown on either side 
of the nose. They are bright colored against the.somber, olive~drab tone of 


- the plane, and hence show out startingly to the trained observer. The untrained 


one is able to discern them when the >lanes are parked on the flying field, but 
it was hard to differentiate the insignia when the »lanes were flashing by over 
one's head at well over a hundred miles an hour. 

The curious inquirer who started the questions about Insignia was taken for 
a ride in one of the Bombardment formatioas over the vicinity of the airport. 
He was seated in the rear cockpit, out near the tail. On either side of hin, 
flying in such close formation that their wing-tins almost brushed the tail 
group of his »lane, were two other bombers. The nose of one bore a red devil 
thumbing his nose. Believe it or not, it was looking straight into the »assen- 
ger's face. The ‘lane on the other side bore a wolf's head, a menacing, snarlin; 
wolf. Believe it or not again, one could see this wolf slavering at the mouth. 

Until the formation loosened up, the ride “as not weiticularly enjoyable. 
Insignia do mean something, ~--000--= 


RADIO TAUGHT TO STUDENTS OF AIR CORPS ENGINEERING SCHOOL 


A course in Radio is being given to the officers of the Air Cor.s Engineer- 
ing School at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. ‘The students have comoleted the labo- 
ratory work,and flights, using the Wright Field beacon, have been started. Two- 
way communication is being established between airslanes and the Badio Laboratory 

---000--- 


A test was recently made at Wright Field of the quick-work plate developing 
outfit (develo red at the Materiel Division), with very satisfactory results. 
The Douglas X0-2H airslane, A.C. Wo. 29-161, took off at 11:15 a.m., with a 
quick-work plate developing outfit and a K-6 camera. Three »ictures of Wright 
Field and one of the Fairfield Air Depot were obtained and developed in the air. 
Qn reaching the ground at 11:45 a.m., the plates were thoroughly dry and ready 
for making »rints. An attempt will be made in the near future to make ~hoto- 
graphic prints from negatives in the air, during the daytime. 
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SECRETARY DAVISON WELCOMED AT ROCKWELL ra 


Something unusual in "warm evict was ettented the Hon. F. Trubee ., 
Davison, Assistant Secretary of Var for Aeroreutics, on August Sth by the Pursuit 
Squadron stationed at se empaao Field, Coroneaco, Calif. As Mr. Davison, flying 
in a special Fleetster, the Army's fastest »iane, reached the shiy's ceiling of 
between 20,000 and 25,000 fect over the velley city of El Centro and was speeding 
towards Rockwell Ficld at 180 miles yer hour in comparative safety, »lanes of the 
95th Pursuit Squadron, the only air unit to have flow in formation above 30,000 
feet, dove from their record altitude and riddled his ship with theoretical 
machine gun bullets. TFoilowing the shem ennihiletion, the Pursuit Squadron 
escorted their distinguished visitor to Reckxvell Field. 

Captain Ira C. Eaker, of "Question Merk" fame, piloted the new high sveed 
Trans»0rt in which Secretary Davison was the passenger. 

Before Mr. Davison arrived at Rockwell Field, Pursuit »,lanes and six 
Bombers from Rockwell Field were sent to four outlying emergency fields. All 
were in communication with the "flagship," a radio-equiyned Bomber at Rockwell 
Field. Soon after he arrived he tock the air in the "flagship," and when it 
took off word was flashed by radio to each group of an imaginary attack by ->lanes 
from aircraft carriers at sea and the desigaation given where all should assemble 
to meet the suposed enemy. Within half an Hour from the time the orders were 
received, planes from all directions ae. over Point Loma ready to renel the 
attack of the theoretical enemy. 

This experiment successfully sdithiateitind that airplanes could be scattered 
so widely that a concentrated enemy attads could not. varealyze our friendly forces, 
Due to radio communication, friendly airplanes would be: ri ae for concentrated 
action in a few minutes time. 

Following the demonstration of radio “foumavion flying. a tea dance was given 
in honor of Mr. Davison by the ladies and officers of Rockwell Field at the . 
Officers' Club. Among the guests attending were the Mayor:of San Diego, Admiral 
J.M. Reeves and Staff, thé President and Secretary of the San Diego Chamber of 
Commerce, Major T.C. Macaulay, and many Navy and Marine Corns officers. 

---000--- 


RESERVE OFFICERS TRAIN AT SELFRIDGE FIELD 


The first Reserve Officers' éstidine cam) of the year at Selfridge Field, 
Mt. Clemens, Mich., took place-between July 5th and July 18th, Lieut. Robert D. 
Moor, Commanding Officer of the 17th Pursuit Squadron, being in charge. The 
encampment was a commlete success both for the Reserve Officers and the officers 
of the 17th Pursuit Squadron in charge of training. In svite of the unavoidable 
delays incident to the organization of the first cam and the scarcity of service 
_tyoe lanes, an umusual amount of flying time was accumulated by the Reserve 
Officers during the two weeks of the encamment. 

The officers end ladies of the Post and Group Headquarters and the 17th 
Pursuit Squadron wete entertained at dinner by the visitors at the end of the 
cam. This inaugurated a new custom of having the ladies present at the usual 
dinner which marks the breaking up of the Reserve Officers training camp. 

~--000--- 


INSTRUMENT FLYING AT THE ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL 


The Air Corps Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, 
organized a course in instrument flying, and during the »veriod from June 15th to 
July 25th gave instructior to 40 instructors at the School. ‘The students of the 
present class began instruction in instrument flying on July 28th. 

The course consists of 7} hours of flying under the hood. Five PI-3's have 
been fitted with hoods over the rear cockpits. Flight indicators (the regular 
service type bank and turn’ indicators), comass, airspeed indicator, and a clock 
have been installed in the rear cocksit. The égures consists of straight flying, 
turns, Glimbing turns, wingovers, spins, and a triangular cross-country flight of 
about . tryo hours' duration. Every student in the present class will take the 
course in instrument flying. 

The Hon. F. Trubee Davison, kovittat Secretary of War.for Aeronautics, am 
Major > o. Immons received a half hour's instruction in instrument flying under 
the hood during their recent inspection of Kelly Field. 


-235— V-6072, A.C. 


















it 


ng 


28, 
bed 


on 


€ 


rhe 





SQUADRONS IN PHILIPPINES CELEBRATE ORGANIZATION DAY 


Two Air Coros Squadrons stationed at Wichols Field, P.I., recently celebrat- 
ed Organization Day. The »ersennel of. the 60th Service Squadron made merry on 
june 6th at the Metro-o.itan Veter Worlss at Montalban, arriving at that »lace 
after a two hours! rice by track from the field. From ten to twelve. o'clock. 
svimaing was indulged in, and this gave the men a hearty annetite for the Dutch 
lunch which followed. ‘he return trip to the field was started at 4:00 o'clock, 
and a tired but havpy squadron renched their home station two hours later. From 
all reports, Organization Day was a comiete success. 

the 28th Bombardirent Scuadron observed its annual Organization Day on June 
25th, "and what a day!" coments the Nevs Letter Gorresnondent. Lieuts. Morris 
and Myers were present to make sure that the refreshments. vere of a high grade 
quelity. The food annihilated comprised 20 lbs. of Limburger, 50 lbs. of, Swiss 
Cheese, the sae quantity of sandwich meat, 85 lbs. of boiled ham, 120 lbs. »igs 
feet, 6 gallons of dill pickles, rye bread, white bread and rolls of every 
descrisxtion, and a of 079 drinks. It is needless to say a detalles was 


had by all. 
The Tug of War was called after the third pull when it was yeneniaabaia that 
the Privates had their end of the rope anchored to a stcel structure, a govern- 


ment owned hangar. There were a number of horseshoe nitching contests ee other 
forms of sport, such es vater "010 and foot races. 
---000~-— 


NEW AIRPLANUS FOR CRISSY FIELD 


The activities at Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., were 
greatly increased recently and the morale of all the vilots raised considerably 
due to the fact that the work of ferrying 13 new Douglas 0-254 airplanes from 
the Douglas plant at Santa Monica was commleted. This plane. is equiped with a 
600 horsepower "Conqueror" engine, and the performance has been found to be sat- 
isfactory, although it is exr.ected the »lanes will give a better performance when. 
the new steel orovellers are received. 

Observers are particularly enthusiastic, as the rear - cockpit is the most 
comfortable of aiiy ‘lanes »reviously used at Crissy Field. ‘The new »lanes had . 
hardly arrived’when, after an engineering check, the pilots started using them 
on cooverative missions wo and down the Pacific Coast from San Diego to Seattle 
ana going into Montana and Utah, These missions have been delayed owing to the 
great shortage of equipment, bt it now a'y,eazs that the ersonnel of the field 
will now be able to carry out their cooperative training schedule. 

At the »vresent time three shins, two equity ed. for radio end one for tow 
target work, are on cooperative missious with military »osts: in the Northwest, 
including Vancouver, Fort: Lewis, Fort George Wrisht and Snokane, Washington; Fort?’ 
Missoula, Montana, and FYort Douglas, Utah. This work is always extremely inter- 
esting and consists of towing targets for anti-aircraft artillery and small arms 
firing, infantry contact and liaison, and twoevay radio conmunication by both 
code end voice. The personnel »articivating are 1st Licut: Harvey W. Prosser, 
Flight Commander; end Lieuts. George W. Hansen, Walter A. Fenander and Paul T.. 
Cullen. 

---000--- 


NEW AIRPLANE FOR PHOTOGRAPHIC WORK 


Lieut. Edwin B. Bobzien, Air Cor xs, stationed at Crissy Field, Presidio of 
San Francisco, Calif., 1%cently returned from the East, where he took delivery 
on a new Fairchild »hotographic airnlane. He is now on a project for the 
Geological Survey on the Ol.yurnic Peninsula in Washington. 

The new Fairchild 71, equijyned with a "Vaso" engine is, according to all te- 


‘ports, almost ideal for photogra‘shic work, particularly in the, high western . 


country. On the Mt.. Clymms project which involves an area of about 1800 square 
miles, the now four lense camera is being used. It will also be used on another 
project at Red Lodge, Mantana, covering about 400 square miles, Lieut. Bobzien 

is the »ilot and Master Sergeent Raymond Stockwell accomanies him as photograsher 
on both of these missions. They have installed a yhoto base at Fort Lewis, Wash., 
where their »hoto truck is stationed. These projects will occuw»sy most of the 


summer and fall. 
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NEW TYPE OF ENCLOSURE FOR BLIND FLYING 


Since the original tyxe of enclosure for blind flying, made from 
canvas and steel tube framework, was fornd unsatisfactory through numerous 
tests, a design was completed at the Materiel Division, Wright Field, Dayton, 
Ohio, of a light-proof detachable enclosire, incorporating permanent fasten- 
ings and shadov-proof glass with removable to» cowl. This enclosure is for the 
O-2H type airslanes, and the fabrication of one article is practically complete, 

~---000-~- 


AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY UTILIZED FOR CORRECTING NAVIGATION MAPS 


A Wright Field nilot recently made a photographic flight from Richmond, Ind, 
to Columbus, Ohio, at an altitude of 22,000 feet, using one of the new Type T-2a 
cameras. Pictures were taken with an overlap of about 20%. A strip approximate- 
ly 14 miles wide and 110 miles long vas »hotograzhed in 47 minutes. These photo- 
graohs will be used in connection with the correction of air navigation maps. 

It is intended to fly a contimmous strip to Uniontown, Pa., at the same 
altitude as soon as weather permits. 

~---000--- 


FOG FLYING ON SHORT WAVES 


Flight tests were recently made at the Fairfield Air Depot, Fairfield, Ohio, 
of an ultra-short wave »rojector for the purzose of studying the merit of ultra- 
short waves as boundary markers. Using a doublet antenna 2 meters long and a 
super regenerative detector, followed by two stages of audio amplification, the 
signals were vory strong at an altitude of 7,000 feet with the beam projected 
upward. At this altitude the beam was about three miles wide. 

Another test with the beam directed outside the field at an angle of 45 
degrees above the ground indicated strong signals ten miles out at an altitude 
of 8,000 feet. At low altitudes very shar» visual indications of the boundary 

of the field were obtained, revlacing the receiver by a crystal rectifier and a 
microammeter. This last equipment shows clearly that, with enough yower in the 
transmitter, the weight of the receiving equipment can be reduced to a few ounces, 

---000--- 


LOW WING MOMOPLANE MAY BE ADOPTED AS TRAINING PLANE 


Piloting an XPT-? low wing mononlane, Lieut. Wendell H. Brookley, formerly 
Operations Officer at Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, and now stationed at Wrigh 
Field, Dayton, Ohio, recently visited Brooks Field for a brief period. He was 
enroute to March Field, Riverside, Calif., where it is wo 0sed to make tests of 
his plane to determine its suitability for ado»tion for use in »rimary training. 

The XPTI-7 is >owered with a Kinner YR 370 radial engine, 100 horsepower, and, 
if the tests — satisfactory, it may be substitcted tor the PI-3 airplane now 
inuse. After the tosts at March Field, Lieut. Brookley will return to Brooks 
Field where faxthiae tests of the monoplane will be made. 

---000--- 


SECRETARY DAVISON VISITS THIRD ATTACK GROUP 


The Hon. F. Trubee Davison, Assistant Secretary of War for Aeronautics, 
visited Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas, on July 3lst and inspected the Third 
Attack Group. Exhibitions of aerial maneuvering, machine gun firing and bombing 
were given shortly following his arrival at the field. A night aerial demonstra- 
tion was also given. Several parachute flares were dronved over the Gulf, and 
a three-.lane formation was flown, these planes being rigged un with small colored 
lights on the leading edge of the lower wings, under the fuselage and on the tail 
group. 

Secretary Davison left the next morning but not until he had praised the 
Group for their splendid aerial exhibitions and high efficiency. During his short 
stay at Fort Crockett he was the guest of Major Davenport. arsed the Commanding 
Officer. 
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CATERPILLAR CLUB GROWS AND GROWS 


Once more the unofficial historian, recorder, or what have you, of the 
Catersillar Club started a check wo on ihe new members initiated into this fa- 
mous mythical organization, and he has tound that parachute jumping is still a 
popular outdoor svort although, seriously sneaking, it is anything but that. 

Before mentioning any new names, it may be appropriate to state that in 
the previous resume of the activities of the Caterpillars, which anpeared in 
the Air Corps News Letter of July 28th, pages 210-212 and 220, the total number 
of names on the roster was 257, with 269 as the total number of emergency jumps, 
twelve jumps being repeaters. 

If the number of new Caterpillars about to be inscribed on the Cater >illar 
Club Register has any significance at all, it seems that it will not be long 
before the 300 mark will be reached. The new members are enumerated below, as 
follows: 








Date Name Rank Place of Jum) 
1929 
November 20 Robert Bailie Civilian New York City. 
1930 
January 16 G. H. DeBaun Lieut. U.S. Navy San Diego, Calif. 
July 3 Walter L. Miles Civilian Lincoln, Nebraska. 
July 24 T. G. Fisher Lieut. U.S. Navy San Diego, Calif. 

_. aly 24 Charles H. Kruze Capt. A.C. Reserve Mather Field, Calif. 
July 24 J.W. McCrillis Capt. A.C. Reserve Mather Field, Calif. 
July 24 Albert A. Marty end. Lt. A.C. Res. Mather Field, Calif. 
July 24 Francis M. Gilbert end Lt. A.C. Res. Mather Field, Calif. 
July 29 Apollo Soucek Lieut. U.S. Navy San Diego, Calif. 
August 4 John R. Whitson Private, Air Coros. Camo Knox, Ky. 

_ sugust 4 John G. Fowler ‘end Lieut. Air Corns Camp Knox, Ky. 
August 11 Joe C. Goldsby Cadet, Air Corns Brooks Field, Texas. 
August 13 £Harry B. Ellis Civilian Valley Stream, N.Y. 
August 18 Ira C. Eaker Capt. Air Corps Bolling Field, D.C. 


With the addition of the foregoing 14 new members, the standing of the 
Caternillar Club at present is 271 names and 283 emergency jumps. 

Several. reports are at hand reciting the exseriences of some of the 
Catersillars- mentioned above and of some who were mentioned in a previous issue 
of the News Letter. These re orts will be quoted hereinafter. 

As has been stated on »revious occasions, it is difficult to kee an accu- 
rate check on civilian flyers who have made omergency parachute jumps, for the 
reason that they are not required to render revorts on same, so that the only 
source of information on such jumps are the newsyaners. Emergency jumps have 
become such a commonplace occurrence that »ress associations do not always nick 
them up. It is for this reason that the jump of Robert Bailie had up to this 
time escaped the notice of the unofficial historian. 


ROBERT BAILIE was a passenger in an airplane pilotcd by Charles I. Reed over 
Central Park, New Yor's City. For some unlmowm reason the »lane 
started falling into a tail soin. Reed was annarently unable to regain control 


of his vlane and, failing to resort to his »arachute, was killed when it. crashed 


on the roof of the Y.M.C.A. building at 64th Street. After the »lane had fallen 


until it was asproximately 500 feet from the ground, Bailie, who had climbed out 


on one of the wings, pulled the rip cord of his parachute and was whisked off 


“+ into space, landing without injury on the to» of a building. 


The News Letter is indebted to Lieut. G.H. DeBaun, U.S. Navy, for the re- 
port on his jump as well as the jump of Lieut. T.G. Fisher. The reason for both 


of thése jumps is given as "inverted sxin." Information as to the »ersonal ex- 


periences of these two officers during their jumps into space. would be 
annreciated. 


WALTER L. MILES, test pilot for the Fleetcraft Airplane Corporation, was testing 
an exverimental shi» for spins. The plane was a two-nlace side 
by side open type, equipped with a Velie M-5. "It was during the full load s in 
that the trouble developed," Mr. Miles stated. "Shortly after starting a right 
hand spin, I noticed that it was ranidly becoming flat and immediately started 
doing things to bring it out. After riding it three thousand feet, I decided it 
was no use to try any more, so cut the switch, aneei off the gas and jumped. I 
came down without a scratch." 
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Touching on the jumps of ‘Cavtains Charles H. Kruze, J.W. McGrillis, 2nd 
Lieuts. Albert A. Marty and Francis M. Gilbert, it is desired to »oint out that 
here was the unusual instance of two airnlanes colliding during flight and ie 
occunants of both mlenes gliding dovm to safety in their ‘parachutes. 


CHARLES H. KRUZE, Cantain, Air Corns Reserve, was piloting a PT-3A airplane’ five 

miles northeast of Mather Field, Sacramento, Calif., and be- 
came a Caternillar when @ mid-air collision at 3,200 feet with another airvlane 
occurred while engaged in a formetion change over from left echelon to Vee forma- 
tion, his ship going commletely out of control. 

"I first called ‘to Lieut. Gilbert, Air Reserve, my Observer, to bail out," 
Cant. Kruze stated. "J climbed oat on the right side, as shiv was sdinning to 
the left. Immediately after jumping I refrained from pulling the rin cord, so 
that I might dro» well below my observer vho had not climbed out when I told: 
him to bail out, as his following me might have caused us to entangle. After 
falling 1,000 feet I ;willed the ri» cord, saw the small chute fly out, and the 
main chute opened immediately. After landing I ran in the direction of the 
three other jumpers who were still 500 feet up, as I feared they might land in 
the mud which was directly under them, one half a mile from me. When I found 
that they had landed safely I was mach relieved but well exhaustod. My right 
shoulder was bruised from the ‘sudden checking of speed as the chute opened, 
but I suffered no ill effects." 


FRAWIS M. GILBERT, 2nd Lieut., ‘Air Corns Reserve, was the Observer in the air- 
: nlane vilotec by Cantain Kruze. He stated: "Captain Charles 

H. Kruze, Air Reserve, turned in his seat and said 'Bail out'." I waited until 
I saw the two ships pull avart and start into a.tail spin. After one complete 
turn I loosened my safety belt and was throm out. Almost immediately I pulled 
the rip cord, the parachute opened giving me a bad jerk. After landing I looked 
for my goggles and a way to get off the smell island I had landed on. Almost 
immediately two of the varachute Joagnne who had landed a block. -away and myself 
commnicated with each other." 

Lieut. Gilbert, while sustaining minor abrasions on both knees and his | 
forehead, caused by striking the ground, suffered no ill effects. 


J. W. McCRILLIS, Captain, Air Reserve, whose plane collided with the one pilot- 
ed by Cantain Charles H. Kruze, left the aircraft by diving and 
falling to the left. "The craft seemed to drop away from me in a rapid dive," 
Captain McCrillis stated. "liy airplane was leading the formation, and No. 2. 
plane zoomed from below and struck my right wing »yanels, crumpling the wing. As 
I fell clear of the »lane, head downward, I saw the ship through my legs, back 
and below me, falling towards the earth. I pulléd the rip cord and the chute 
opened without any ayoreciable jerk. Almost immediately my observer, Lieut. 
A.A. Marty, axpeared directly above the canopy of my chute, and we both yelled 
to slip away from each other. I then looked for the other »>arachutes and saw 
them far below me. Shortly after that, one airniane fell in a wheat field in a 
cloud of dust, and I saw the second airplane sninning and finally crash.- 
Lieut. Marty and I- continued to talk and yelled the good fortune that all 
four chutes opened. We were within easy sveaking distance during:the whole 
descent. Air currents caused my chute to oscillate through two periods. We 
were dropping into an area which had been dredged for goid, leaving many dee 
pools of mud and water, and had to slip in order to hit a.dry. area. The land- 
ing was not hard and the chute spilled easily. without dragging. | Lieut. Marty . 
landed within 150 feet of where I landed. No. ill effects.or injury whatever." 


ALBERT A. MARTY, 2nd Lieut., Air. Reserve, Observer. in the plane piloted by 
Cantain McCrillis, was thrown out immediately following the . 
collision of the two »lanes. "I iwlied the ri»v cord: immediately after clearing 
the ship," he declared, "but experieaced no shock. when the chute opened. Capt. 
McCrillis was descending within 150 feet of my chute and we conversed freely 
with each other. I landed without any trouble on. a rock pile, the chute s xilled 
easily without dragging. * * * No injury or ill effects sustained." 
APOLLO SOUCEK, Lieut., U.S. Navy, holder . of the. world's altitude record, gave the 
. Washington News the following account of the emergency parachute 
jump made by him on July 29th; “ 

"During aerial manev.vers near Camp Kearney, Calif., I ‘goctaenteliy struck a 
scouting plane with my left wings, both upper.end lower. The collision come 
pletely severed the lower wing and damaged the wover to.a-great extent. The 
plane was moving at high sneed and at an. altitude of about 1500 feet. After the 
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impact I saw broken yarts carry avay. The plane went: into a violent diving 
spin, maxing my exit most difficult. Centrifugal force seemed to hold me fast 
in the coclcoit. 

In some unaccountable manner IT had -ulled the ‘.arachate rio cord when I 
released the safety belt. I realized this. action increased the danger as the 
ciate was almost certain to get cought in the tail, tut it was too late to 
correct the mistake, end I could cnly hove for a good break. But the good 
break was. not forthcoming, for when I finaliy wushed myself from the cockpit 
the parachute opened immediately, cane on the tail and hurled me arcund in 
the air like a pendulum, 

I thought my time had come, as I recalled the inevitable result to others 
in similar circumstances and I knew that the cround was very close. Although I 
was falling fast, hones went skyward when the chute tore loose from the tail 
and threw me off like a stone from a slingshot. I felt a welcome sudden fuerk 
in speed when the chute opened, but was dismayed when I looked overhead and sav 
a great hole torn in the silk and the chute threatening to callapse. Sagebrush 
on the ground was coming up fast. I heard the smash of the plane hitting the 
ground and the next instant hit the ground myself in a clear soft spot among 
the sagebrush. 

I was not unconscious, but had a terrible »ain in my back. Could scarcely 
stand when I unfastened the parachute harness. Estimate the torn chute let me 
down about as fast as a jump from a 50-foot building without cite. I believe 
I didn't fall more than 150 feet after I was thrown clear. 

_ Ensign Vayne T. Stukey, who saw the accident, followed me down in his 
plane. He says I bounced 10 feet when I hit the ground. Landed about.2O feet 
from the wrecked nlane. Stukey found me with the aid of two local men and drove 
me in a borrowed car to Carm Kearney, from where we flew to the San Diego Naval 
Air Station in a Navy two-seator. 

. Scouting plane with which I collided had end of wings cut off, but flew 
back to station. I am in the Naval hosvital now with a sprained back, but no 
broken bones nor serious injury and ex ect to be flying again soon." 

JOHN G. FOWLER, 2nd Lieut., Air Corps, flying a Douglas 0-cA plane, was engaged 
ay. in towing targets for the Coast Artillery anti-aircraft guns ait 
Camp) Knox, Ky. Private John R. Whitson was his observer and tow-reel onerator 

at the time. The motor was functioning perfectly and the plane was at an alti- 
tude of 4,200 feet over the gun range when, without warning, the motor.cut out. 

"I resumed that the tank I had been running on was dry," Lieut.’ Fovler 
stated, "so I switched in turn to the two other tanks, using the wobble pump 
all the time. The instruments had given no indication of the trouble so, after 
trying the gravity tanlz once more, I decided to give un trying to start the 
engine again. I shouted to Private Whitson to let the cable loose and he re-- 
leased the brake on the reel. 

I looked for a place to land, but we were nwch too far away from the small 
& ergency field near the cam». There was not another place in sight to land, 
th. terrain being mountainous and densely wocded. By the time we were down to 
abous 5,000 feet I shouted to Private Whitson to ‘bail out,! and, after making 
sure hat that was what I meant, he cooly climbed out on the left side of the 
plane .9 the step and jumped. His parachute opened shortly after he was clear. 
As he wa: getting out I held the nose up and slizned the ship to the right. 

When Private Whitson was out, I rolled the stabilizer wheel back, loosened 
my belt and climbed out on the left wing step.. The ship nosed down and began 
to pick up speed when I left the controls. I reached in and -wlled the nose up 
a bit and shoved the stick away from me, thé ‘lane slinpning slightly to the 
right. The speed at this time was avout 800 RPM and the air speed about 140 
miles per hour. Making sure of the osition of the ring, I »ushed off backwards 
and outwards so as to clear the tail surfaces. When I saw the tail pass over 
me, I ulled the ring and the chute. opened instantly with a powerful jerk that 
snazped me upright. 

I watched the ship go down in a steep right sniral, but lost sight of it 
before it crashed. Private Whitson was above me and about a mile avay. I then 
put the rip cord back in the tube. The wind was drifting me at about ten miles 
per hour and I saw. that I would land facing it, so I endeavored to turn the 
clmte around, but was unable to do so. I then unbudkcled the harness. As I hit 
the ground in a clearing I jumped out of the harness. Private Whitson landed 
in the woods, so I rolled up the chute and immediately started in that direc- 
tion. It was 2:45 ».m. at the time. We were »vicked up shortly by the personnel 
of the 6lst Coast Artillery, who had s»otted out location by means of their 
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range finders. The only ill effects suffered by me were slight bruises from 
the harness on my shoulders. My neck was also quite sore from being snanped 
upright so quickly by the chute." 
JOHN R. WHITSON, Private, Air Corss, tow-reel operator in the plane piloted by 
Lieut, Fowler, stated that he released the brake on the tow 
reel when so ordered and "bailed out" as soon as he was sure he understood the 
order. "I climbed cver the left side and jumped from the step," he asserted. 
"I pulled the rip cord as soon as f was clear of the ship. Lieut. Fowler was 
slipping the ship to the right when I left it. I landed in a group of small 
trees and fell through them to the ground. The only ill feeling or injuries 
received was a scratch on my leg." 
JOE C. GOLDSBY, Flying Cadet, Air Corps, of Brooks Field, Texas, augmented the 
roil of the Caterpillar Club by virtue of the emergency para~ 
chute jump he made while flying over the Sulphur Springs Road, about three miles 
east of Brooks Field. Cadet Goldshy said that he was flying at about 3,000 
feet, then put his plane into a »ractice soin. While attempting to yull the 
plane out of this svin, in order to make a right turn, it fell and executed a 
left turn instead, and he found himself unable to right the airplane. He there- 
upon took to his parachute, making the jump safely, lending in a cotton field, 
His plane, however, was completely wrecked. 


HARRY ELLIS, civilian flying student, became a member of the Caterpillar Club 
when he leaped to safety from his plane while flying over Curtiss 
Field, N.Y. He was performing an outside loo» when the wings came off. He 
"bailed out" and landed safely on the flying ficld. | 
TRA C. EAKER, Captain, Air Corps, for the first time in his long flying career 
was forced to take to his parachute when the singie~seater /ursuit 
plane he was testing at Bolling Field, D.C., failed to come out of a sin and 
crashed in the back yard cf a residence on Nichols Avemme. "Bailing out" less 
than 1,000 feet up, Capt. Ealker hit the ground hard, injuring his right ankle 
but escaping serious injury. The parachute sing the flyer perilously close to 
houses in the thickly settled section of Anacostia and brushed him against tree 
tops. 
"I don't know just what hazpened to prevent breaking the syin," Cant.Eaker 
said after he had been brought back to the field. "T put the plane into a spin 
as a part of the test at an altitude of about 3,500 feet. It began to s»in very 
. fast and nothing I could do seemed to break the soins At 1,000 feet I decided 
I would have to get out and take to my parachute. I exverienced great difficul- 
ty getting out of the plane owing to the centrifugal force of the snin. Only by 
the greatest effort did I manage to get clear of the cockpit when the »lane was 
very low. 

There was no thrill exnerienced in the jump, the greatest sensation being 
one of relief at getting clear. I remember everything very distinctly. I per- 
mitted the plane to make three turns in the spin, as is usual, before attempting 
to pull it out. Then I ,ushed the stick forward, but the »nlane didn't respond. 
I looked back at the rudder and elevator to see what was wrong, but could see 
nothing unusual. I was then getting pretty low and decided that there was only 
cne thing to do - to get cut while I couid. I mst have been quite close to 

. the ground when the parachute opened, as I seemed to hit the ground just as I 
pulled the rip cord." 

Because of the low altitude at which the paraclmte opened, Capt. Haker 
landed heavily. He was able to walk to a teleshone, and upon being taken back 
to the field went to his quarters. 

MORLEY F. SLAGHT, 2nd Lieut., Air Corps Reserve, was a member of a formation of 
planes from the First Puisuit Group, Selfridge Field, Mich., making a flight to 
Canada. . Lieut. Morley states that he held his »lane in a dive for a roxi- 
mately 500 feet, when it suddenly lurched to the ieft and dowaward with such 
violence as to hurl him from the ccckpit. The safety belt evidently broke, as 
it was securely fastened before taking off on the flight. 

At the time of leaving his plene, Lieut. Morliey's only feeling was that 
of amazement at finding himself in the air. After falling several hundred feet 
he suddenly remembered he had a parachute, and after several grabs found and 
pulled the ring releasing the chute. On the way down the pilot's whole atten- 
tion was given to slisping the clmte to avoid landing in the city of Kitchener, 
Ontario » Canada, 

When the chute opened Lieut. ‘orley was falling head first and in being 
wrenched into an upright position his back was. bruised. In landing he struck 
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the corner of a barn, resulting in a sprained left ankle. oy 
FREDERIC H. SMITH, 2nd Lieut., Air Corps, was >iloting a Pursuit plane on the 
morning of July 22nd about 11 miles northwest of Kelly Field, 
Texas, and was engaged in acrobatic mar vuvers, when he was thrown out into 
Spaces 
"The particular maneuver causing tne accident was a whiv stall with »ower 
on," Licut. Smith stated. "The ship was therefore not under control at the 
time of the accident. The shi» was completely stalled with motor racing. The 
vhip, as she came down, threw me clear of the ship over the upper wing. My 
safety belt apparently had come unfastened during the maneuver. I felt the 
first part of the whip stall, from.the vertical to the horizontal, but was 
thrown violently. out after horizontal was reached. When I walled the rip cord 
I was some 20 feet clear of the ship and some little distance above it. I had 
no sensation of falling. The parachute, an Irving seat pack, opened perfect- 
ly. I was in a state of great surprise, yet the ring was visible to me at 
once and I pulled it only an instant after I found myself in the air. The only 
ill effects I suffered were a few minor bruises from striking the cockpit." 
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‘SECRETARY DAVISON VISITS KELLY FIELD 


Escorted by nine Army planes from Kelly Field, Texas, the Hon. F. Trubee 
Davison, Assistant Secretary of War for Aeronautics, landed at the field at 
ten o'clock August 1st for a two-day inspection of army aviation develojments. 

Traveling in a fast Army ».lane of the Fleetster type, with Capt. Ira C. 
Eaker as yilot, Mr. Davison was on a 10,000-mile inspection tour of all Arny 
Air Corps centers. As the plane was brought down at the Overations Office at 
Kelly Field, a salute was fired in welcome. The nine planes which escorted 
the Secretary into the field had been circling to the south of the city for 
nearly half an hour,under the command of Captain John K. Cannon, watching" for 
the arrival of the visiting plane. | 

Pursuant to the War Department's present policy to wush all dir Corps de- 
velopments forward as rapidly as ‘ossible, Secretary Davison stated this trip 
was being made to obtain an accurate picture of the »rogress in that direction. 
Immediately upon his arrival, Secretary Davison was escorted by automobile 
for an inspection of Duncan and Brooks Field, in company with Brig. General . 
Halstead Dorey, in command of the Highth Corns Area; Brig. General S.D. 
Rockenbach, temporary commander of the 2nd Division; and Brig. General Charles 
H. Danforth, in command of the Air Corps Training Center. Emilio Portes Gil, | 
former Provisional President of Mexico, who was in San Antonio fora few days, 
arrived at Kelly Field about ten minutes after Secretary Davison had departed 
on his inspection tour. With Ex-President Gil were Mayor C.M. Chambers and 
William Furlong of the San Antonio Chamber of Commerce. 

Accompanying Secretary Davison anc Captain Faker on the trip were Mr. H.J. 
Adamson, Assistant; Major Delos:'C. Emmnons,. and Lieut. Jawes Willis, — in 
@ second plane. 
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NIGHT FLYING OVER ALLEGHENY MOUNTAINS 
By A... M. Jacobs © 


Two airplanes took off from Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, for Washington, 
D.C., one afterison recently, returning that night and landing at the field at 
2:10-a.m. The fliers, Major A.H. Gilkeson and Lieut. Donald L. Bruner, in an 
Ow22 airplane, and Lieut. H.P. Rush in an 02-H airplane left Washington at 
10:00 ».m., and flew over the mountains, their only guides being the equipment 
in their planes. There are no lighted airways from Washington to Dayton until 
Columbus, Ohio, is reached, which means that they »iloted their ships by instru- 
ments alone and what town lights they could check hy approximately 250 out of 


' the three hundred miles. 


Major Gilkeson's plane was equipped with radio beacon, which was used in 
connection with the beacon operating from Wright Field. Lieut. Rush flew by 
compass. ‘his is about the fourth night flight made by Major Gilkeson in the 
past several months from Washington to Dayton, the object being to study the : 
various methods of night navigation over territory where no lighted airways 
exist. Lieut. Bruner has been making a study of various night lighting instal- 
lations at the different fields for purzoses of comparison. 
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Lieut. Rush made a double night flight of it, taking off from Uniontowm, 
Pa., at 7:45 p.m.,; arriving at Washington at 9:20, and leaving at 9:50 >.m, 
for the return trip. . 

_ The fliers reported a veautifiul night for the flight, the moon over the 
mountains and the pcor visibility giving strange and lovely effects. The 
altitude held to was between 2500 and 3000 feet. On the roads, now and then, 
the lights of autos made tiny noints of light. Wright Field pilots, it is 
expected, will  erform some intensive work in night flying in the near future, 
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CONSIDERABLE FLYING ACTIVITY AT LUKE 


Army Air Corps personnel stationed at Iuke Field, T.H., figured in consider- 
able flying activities lately, the »rogram calling for reconnaissance, forma- 
tion, radio, simmlated bombing missious, photographic missions, flights in co- 
operation with the Pursuit Group, Aloha flights for arrival and de »arture of 
U.S. Army Transports, day and night cooperative missions with other branches 
of the Army, and joint Army-Navy exercises. 

The latest maneuver was orimarily for solving problems of cooperation 
between Army and Navy forces stationed in the Islands. The exercise was divided 
into two phases. During two days the problems were those in which the Navy had 
paramount interest; that is, the enemy was still on the high seas moving towards 
the Islands, and the Navy had the outstanding direction of the operation. 

There was much sea and air scouting by the Navy from Pearl Harbor. The base 
there and the Army were kent informed of the movement of enemy ships. A hostile 
air attack was repulsed by air forces of the Army and Navy. 

Two days later the enemy made a serious attempt to capture the island. A 
scouting fleet of airnlane carriers, destroyers and trans»orts carrying Marines 
attempted to establish a base on Molokai and Maui. Early in the operation the 
Navy planes located the enemy airplane carriers, and with the cooveration of 
the Army fliers drove them off. ‘The enemy abandoned his attempt to establish 
a base in the middle islands. 
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RECORD FIRING PRACTICE AT LUKE FIELD, 1.2. 


Air Corps Officers stationed at Iuke. Field, T.H., firing the Record Prac- 
tice Aerial Gunnery and Bombing courses at that station, which closed recently, 
can look with pride on scores made by them. The season was successful when 
considering the many postoonements of missions cue to inclement weather and 
exceptionally »oor visibility at times oy menacing low clouds. This vost-0ne- 
ment prevented obtaining the maximum amount of the camera obscura »ractice 
prior to bombing. ‘The following Air Coryzs officers at Iuke Field are announced 
in Orders as having qualified in Aerial Gunnery and Bombing (Course A), with 
qualification attained and scores made; 


Expert Aerial. Gunner - Pilots Covrse, Hvents I, IT and IIT 


lst Lieut. Williamson 875 Major Maxwell Kirby 708.3 
lst Lieut. Laird, Jr. 799.2 a lst Lieut. Gilbert 697 
lst Lieut. Jones 696.2 


Aerial Sharoshooter - Pilots Course, Events I, II and IIT 











lst Lieut. Dean 612.6 lst Lieut. McPike 554 
lst Lieut. Lowe 582.2 : Captain Giffin 517.2 
Exoert Aerial Gunner - Observers Course, Events IV and V 
lst Lieut. Early 1312 end Lieut. Edwards 944, 
lst Lieut. Holcomb 1108 end Lieut. Gillespie * 919 
end Lieut. Dulligan 1096 lst Lieut. Montgomery 918 
Captain Lober 1086.5 lst Lieut. Johnson 912 
end Lieut. Stocks — 1085 lst Lieut. Shively 858 
Captain O'Neill - 1082 lst Lieut. George 828 
Captain Johnson 1029 end Lieut. Davies, Reserve, 815 
end Lieut. Todd 1025 Captain Temple 796 
Captain Reese 996 Captain Heisen 787 
lst Lieut. Pyle — 976 2nd Lieut, Steenson 740 
Captain Drayton 958 end Lieut. Noyes 726 
lst Lieut. Foster "  9GO - “Ist Lieut. Meyer rope 722 
; 1st Lieut. McCo 716 
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EXPERT AERIAL BOMBER ~ Bombardment Course, Events VI and VII 





Ist Lieut. George ‘1915.2 Captain Heisen 1703.5 

Cavtain Reese 1897 lst Lieut. Foster 1675.4 

Captain Johnson 1829.7 lst Lieut. Montgomery + “$673.9 

lst Lieut. Johnson 1812.5 end Lieut. Dulligan 1593.8 

lst Lieut. Pyle 1807.2 end Lieut. Edwards 1565.5 

lst Lieut. McCoy 1754.5 end Lieut. Stocks 1556.4 
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BIG TIMES AHEAD FOR CHANUTE FIELD, ILL. 


This coming Fall Chanute Field, Rantoul, Ill., is due to receive 80 Air 
Corps officers who have been detailed under Svecial Orders of the War Depart- 
ment to duty as students at the Air Corns Technical School. There will be 
more officers attending the various courses at this school this coming school 
term than at any previous time in the history of this institution. These 
80 officers are directed to renort to the Commandant not later than October 
end next. Thirty officers each will pursue the Armament Course and the 
Maintenance Engineering Course, res pectively, while the Photographic and 
Communications Courses will each be attended by ten officers. 

The names of the officers scheduled to wend their way to Chamute Field 
within the course of a month and the course of study assigned to each follow: 


fAENT COURSE 

end Lt. illiam Ball Crissy Ficld end Lt. John W. Egan Mitchel ee 
Nathan B. Forreét,Jr. ner Field Chas.L. Munroe,Jr. “a 
Robert W. Goetz Lilburn D. Fator Post male 
Robert §. Israel,Jr. " " - John K. Gerhart Mitchel Field 
John §. Mills " " Wm. L. Kennedy Dodd Field 
James W. Andrew Kelly Field William C. Mills Fort Crockett 
Jesse Auton Selfridge Field George W. Mundy " " 
Edwin R. French n " Leslie 0. Peterson — " " 
Francis H. Griswold " Mills S. Savage -— . . 
Donald L. Putt " " Frank L. Skeldon . . 
Norman D. Sillin " " ‘John. Paul Ryan © Langley Field 
dustin A. Straubel " nt Irving R. Selby ~ Scott " 
Eugene H. Beebe Fort Riley Wycliffe E. Steele Langley " 
L.S. Callaway Maxwell Field Jack W. Wood " " 


Stoyte 0. Ross " ° 
Robt.B. Davenport Mitchel Field 


2hd Lt. MAINTENANCE ENGINEERING COURSE 

James W. Brown Rockwell wield 1st Lieut.Howard E.mngler Brooks Field 
Richard C. Lindsay a end Lt. C.H. Deerwester Brooks Field 
Alfred R. Maxwell hall " " Thomas D. Ferguson .Langley ‘Field 
Lewis R. Parker he " Flint Garrison,Jr. Selfridge Field 
Robert W. Stewart ~ ir. i om " Paul M. Jacchs . * 
Clarence S. Irvine Chanute Field ©" Lawrence WV. Xoons * . 
Joseph W. Baylor Mitchel Field =" Beul E. Shanehan ’ ‘ 
William A. Harbold " " " Harry W. Howze Fort Crockett 
Thomas R. Starratt " n " Philo G. Meisenholder " " 
Robert W. Warren " " " Thomas L. Nesley ‘tn . 
George J. Exoright Kelly Field | " Robert. F. Tate * 8 
LeRoy Eudson - Dodd Field " Thomas L. Thurlow " it 
Floyd B. Wood " " " Francis M. Zeigler " " 
James L. Jackson Post Field . " William B. Offutt- Marshall Field 
Allen W. Reed Scott Field " Isaac W. Ott ‘Maxwell Field 


PHOTOGRAPHIC COURSE 
lst Lt. Courtland M.Brown Scott Field 2nd Lt. George G. Northrup Post Field 


end Lt. Paul T. Cullen Crissy Field " Philip D. Coates . Maxwell Field 
Walter A. Fenander " " " Robert S. Macium.'.: © Mitchel Field 
George W. Hansen " " " James F, Olive,Jre ~. A OST, GM 
Kenneth P.McNaughton Post Field" Willard R. Shephard Mt : % 


COMMUNT CATIONS COURSE . 
end Lt. John L. Hitchings Chanute Field end Lt. John -C. diva igieal Mitchel Field 


Fay 0. Dice " Chester P. Gilger Marshall Field 
Harold W. Grant Scott Field Guy B. mpnter ven Maxwell Field 
George V. Holloman Post Field Durward 0. Lowry — Selfridge Field 
Charles B.Overacker Dodd Field Roger V. Williams March Field 
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A NOVEL METHOD OF FIGHTING FLAMES 


Considerable damage would have resulted to »lanes and eqvinment at one of 
the auxiliary fields near the Air Corzs ?rimary Flying School at March Field, 
Riverside, Calif., recently, when a menasing vrairie fire was ayoroaching that 
field, had not the quicl-witted Army flisrs used their heads and then their 
airplanes to stay the progress of the flames. It was a brand new use for air- 
planes and nobody knew whether they would win in the fight against the driving 
ground fire. 

The fire had started in the dry grass and was sweeping down the field to 
where the airplanes and other equipment were parked, with large wheat fields 
also in the path of the flames, when one nameless hero thought of throwing the 
fire back on itself through blasts created by vhirling airnlane »rovellers. 
There were several observation type airolanes on the line at the time, and 
backing them towards the fire and holding them stationary by means of the wheel 
brakes, the flying instructors turned up the powerful 420 horse rower engines 
to their maximum revolutions. This created such a gale as to keep the fire 
from spreading within twenty feet of the airvlanes. 

While the instructors were on the alert, ready to release their brakes 
and fly to safety in the event the flames should break through, the student 
fliers and mechanics vroceeded to beat out the flames around the edges of the 
burning area. 

There was a strong wind blowing at ‘the. time, Wut within a short time the 
fire had been entirely subdued and the instructors were back at their regular 
task of teaching young America to earn its wings. 
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ROCKWELL FIELD PARPICIPATES IN SAN DIEGO BOOSTER DAY 
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The first day of San Diego's big three-day educational rogram, called 
"Know San Diego," opened by a mass flight of Army »lanes, comprising 22 Bombers 
and Pursuit ships from Roclawell Field, Corcnado, Calif. <A review was staged in 
honor of the Mayor of San Diego and other guests, followed by twenty minutes of 
formation drill over Rockwell Field end vicinity. The public insnected the 
planes lined up on the line and visited the shops at the Rockwell Air Devot and 
watched the military formations. 
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LANDS BURNING PLANE AND ESCAPES INJURY 


<4 


Successfully reaching the ground in a blazing O2-A airnlane, Lieut. Dan 
McGrew Medler, Air Corns Reserve, and Technical Sergeant Thomas Richards, of 
Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif., escayed without injury when the nlane was 
landed recently about three miles from Maricopa, Arizona. Lieut. Medler was 
piloting the plane at an altitude of about 1,000 feet when it caught fire. 

"We were cruising along at a pretty fair sveed," he stated, "when the plane an 
parently ignited from a broken gasoline connection. The blaze had not gotten 
a good start and I decided to land instead of using the parachutes. As wo 
leveled cut on the ground one of the wings struck a mesquite bush, turning the 
plane cvvur and wrecking it." 

Licut. Medler and Sergeant Richards were only slightly sheken up. 
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94th PURSUIT SQUADRON GOES ON A SHOOTING FRAY 


a ww tt eK On 


No sooner did the 94th Pursuit Squadron, Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, 
Mich., return from the Military Tournament recently held in Chicago than it 
immediately started pre arations to leave again for the Aerial Gunnery Camp at 
Oscoda, Mich, Practically the entire 94th Squadron, »vlus five officers from C 
the 57th Squadron, left Selfridge Field on . July. 6th and arrived at Camp Skeel f 
at about 3:00 p.m., with plans and exrectations of many bulls eyes and lots of 
big scores. Monday, July 7th, was a day of vrevaration, but thereafter the 
. shooting began in earnest. With reveille every morning at four o'clock, it is 
needless to say that each and every member of the squadron was ready for bed 
at night. 
Everything ran smoothly throughout the month, and several good scores were 
bing up for avproval or disapproval of some of the other squadrons to come. 
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0-254 PLANES MAKE THEIR APPEARATICE AT MARSHALL, FIELD 


Up until August Ist, ten new 0-254 airplenes were ferried from the Noumias 
factory, Santa Monica, Calif., to “Uarshall Field, Fort Riley; Kansas, witli % 
incident.’ Three more viaaes of this type are still due. The last reve, »:- 
ceived trom the News eiter Corresx-ndent is to the erfect that the Marsurcii 
Field yilots are merely determining the’ "de's"- and "don'ts" concerning. te viy- 
ing of this airplane, ond that nothing can be. definitely said about its suli- 
ability.for the various obsezvation missions. 

According to the News Letter Corresxendent, “the lane has a quick tals--off, 
fast rate of climb and cen be landed: short - and that’s something. However, 
its cruising speed.with the wooden propeller with which .it is temorariiy 
equixped seems to be only about Y5 miles ver hour, 
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“TRAINING OF RUSERV OFFICERS AT ARMY AIR CORES FIELDS 


With the advent of the summer months and the alluring prosvect of a taste 
of Army life at paige cams conducted at various Air Corns fields, there is 
no doubt that those Aiz Goros Reserve officers able to dismiss the cares and 
worries of business for the orief »eriod of two weeks touk full advantage cf the 

opportunity to gras the "Joy sticic" once more. 

At Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas, <1 Reserve ‘officers of the 430th 
Pursuit Squadron, . Organized Reserves, performed ective duty training from July 
6th to the 18th. Excellent weather vrevailed during the entire neriod, permitting 
of mach and varied trainitig, A total of 451 hours were flown.in connection with 
this camp, the missions consisting ‘of check flights, practice, fized gunnery, 
navigation »roblems, forme:tion, bombing, reconnaissance, photograsny and crcss- 
country flights. Of the 21 officers atte ree 18 vere rated nilots ond e vere 
observers. Of the 18 »ilcts, 15 were oualified service tyne »ilots and were 
checked out on O2=H's, 0-13 's and 0-Z5A's. Gua of the high lights of the comp 
was a week-end cross-country flight to Denver, Colorado, in which.eight PT- * 
two O2-H's, one 0-11 and one C- 1¢ ~articipated. It was rumored that all enjoyed 
the trip - thoroughly. 

Selfridg ge Field, curing July, conducted tx0 cars for Reserve officers. 

The one for the two weeks! .eriod, July Sth to 18th, was touched uoon emer 
in this issue of the Nevs Letter. From July 12th to the Slst the 27th Pures 
Squadron played instructors to 29 Reserve officers, commanded by Major Jis'ca, 
who were resent for two weeks of active duty. The majority of these Resei've 
officers proved to be capable nilots and were given soio time in service tye 
planes. During the short time these officers were at Selfridge Ficld they ac- 
cumlated 518 flying hovrs, and ‘th Nevs Letter Corres sondent states that con- 
siderable credit should be given to Liout. J.W. kirby ena the temmorary. crows. ~ 
under the versonal suyervision of Technical Sergeant R.Q. McGaha and Master Sgt. 
i.J. Deckman, Je 

The flying activities at Mamwell ‘Fiold, Montgomery, Ala., during July con- 
sisted of two Reserve Officers Training Camas, the participating units being the 
507th Observation Squadron with 14 cfficers, Magor. Ceurge Keller, commending,” 
and the 457th Pursuit Sqiadron with 7 officers, Major Paul N. Montague, commanding 
Tach. squadron enjoyed fourteen days of intensive tiatuing, which included ground 
school, routine flight. instruction and reconnaissance, rendezvous. problems and 
formation flying. Each scuadron also made a cross-country flight of about 250 
miles for navigation training. The fourteen-dat scheiule geve as comolaie a 
review as possible of the entire field of activity required of the Air Corps 
officer, 

The 358th Observation Scuadron,; Major Elbert VWileon,’ commanding, was in 
camo .at Maxwell Field curing the first tvo weelss of August.’ The ustal schedule 
of instruction for Reserve officers was “carried out satisfactorily in svite of 
several bad flying days. 
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All -osrevious records for flying at the boston Airvort, East Eoston, Mass., 
were drolzen during the month of June, whon a total: of 473 hours and 50 minutes 
. Was flown. The equipment at this station comovises four Observation and four 
Training type airplanes. Gantain C. W. ‘Yord sis ‘En ‘conmand of - the Airvort. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


Changes of Station: Lieut.-Colonel Henry 3B. Clagett designated as Command- 
ant Air Corns Primary Flying School, Broxks Field, Texas. 

Major Robert A. Hale, Flight Surgeon, from Bolling Field to Landley Field, 
effective Sentember 15th. 

Major Leslie MacDill from Wright Field to Office Chief of Air Cor»s. 

Majer Josexvh T. McNarney designated as Commandant, Air Corss Primary Fly- 
ing School, March Field, Calif., vice Major Millard F. Harmon, relieved. 

Assignment of Ca»vtain Victor H. Strahm to duty as student at Air Corps 
Tactical School, Langley Field, Va., revoked. 

Major Roy S. Brown from France Field, Panama Canal Zone, to Headquarters 
end Corrs Area, Governors Island, New York. 

Captain Rowland C.W. Blessley from March Field to Selfridge Field,Oct. lst, 

Cantain Charles M. Savage, Rockwell Field, to Rockwell Air Depot. 

Cantain Wm. D. Wheeler, Seott Field, to Langley Field, Va., for duty at 
Air Corps Tactical School as student. 

Assignment of lst Lieut. Clayton Bissell to Air Corys Training Center at 
Duncan Field revoked. 

lst Lieut. Raphael Baez, Jr. Rockwell Field, to Air Corns Training Center, 

lst Lieut. Richard E. Nugent, Langley Field, to Panama Canal Zone, sailing 
from New York Sent. 11th. 

lst Lieut. James T. Cumberpatch, March Field, to University of California. 

Unon completion of tour of duty in Hawaii, Captain Calvin E. Giffin to 
Chanute Field and Theodore J. Koenig to Langley Field. 

Uson completion of tour of duty in Haveaii, lst Lt. Reginald R. Gillesie to 
March Field for duty as student at Primary Flying School; 1st Lieut. Leslie P. 
Holcomb to Scott Field, Ill. 

Catain Neal Creighton from Fitzsimons General Hospital, Denver, to Fort 
Sill, Oclahoma. 

lst Lieut. Clarence P. Talbot, Kelly Field, to Salt Lake City, Utah, for 
duty with Organized Reserves, 9th Corns Area. 

lst Lieut. Robert W. Harner, Brooks Field, and end Lt. Yantis H. Taylor, 
Kelly Field, to duty in Philivsines, sailing from San Francisco November 19th. 

lst Lieut. James Z. Duke, Selfridge Field, to Air Corys Training Center. 

U20n completion tour of duty in Panama, lst Lt. Malcolm N. Stewart to 
Chanute Field, Rantoul, Ill. 

Upon completion of tour of duty in Philinoines, lst Tieut. Dache M. Reeves 
to Langley Field and lst Lieut. John C. Kennedy to Mitchel Field, N.Y. 

end Lieut. John A. Tarro, March Field, to Fort Sill for duty with First 
Balloon Company. 

end Lieut. John J. Keough from Primary Flying School, Brooks Field, to Fort 
Sill, Oklahoma, for duty with Air Corns troops. 

end Lieut. Marion Huggins, Langley Field, to Philinvines, sailing from New 
York about October 28th. 

end Lieut. Charles F. Pugh, Mitchel Field, to Bolling Field, D.C. 

Following named officers stationed at Kelly Field to renort to stations 
assigned for duty: 2nd Lieuts. Norris 3B. Harsold and Arthur W. Meehan to 
Selfridge Field, 2nd Lieut. LaVerne G. Saunders to Langley Field, Va. 

euc Lieut. Lloyd H. Tull, Langley Field,to Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md. 

enc Lieut. George R. Geer, with Organized Reserves, lst Corns Area, Boston, 
to Air Corzs Training Center. 

end Lieut. Samel M, Connell, Brooks Field, to Chamte Field, Ill. 





2nd Lieut. George R. Bienfang, Scott Field, to Walter Reed General Hos>»ital, 


Washington, D.C., for observation and treatment. 
Asyoointment : Lieut.-Colonel Henry C. Pratt as Assistant to the Chief of the 
Air Coros with rank of Brigadier—General for four years beginning July 17th, 
Promotion: list Lieut. Virgil Hine to Cantain, rank from July 14, 1930. 
end Lieut. Howard H. Couch to lst Lieutenant, rank from July 3, 1930. 
end Lieut. Wilfred J. Paul to lst Lieutenant, rank from July 14, 1930. 
end Lieut. Glenn L. Davasher to lst Lieutenant, rank from July 14, 1930. 
ist Lieutenant John P. Richter to Captain, rank from July 19, 1930. 
Transferred to the Air Corss: With rank from June 9, 1938: 2nd Lieutenants 
Fred 0. Tally, Infantry; William C. Sams, Jr., Infantry; Robert L. Easton and 
Richard P. O'Keefe, Field Artillery; David P. Laubach. Corps of -Ingineers; Rank” 
from June 12, 1925: James K. DeArmond, Signal Corns; William L. Ritchie, Field 











Artillery. 
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at Chanute Field. 


Reserve Officers detailed to extended active duty: 2nd Lieut. Harlow B. 
Grow, Sandy, Utah, to Crissy Field, August l-June 30, 1931; end Lt. Wm. Gaston 
Davis, Sarasota, Fla., to Langley Field, Sext. 2-Feb. 28, 1931; ond Lt. Melvin 
S. Hollidge, Hast Milton, Mass., to Lang vey Field, Aug. 6-Feb. 4, 1931; end Lt. 
Percy Osborne Brewer, San Jose, Calif. to Crissy Field, Aug. 15-Feb. 14,1931; 
end Lt. William R. White, Indiana»rolis, nd., to Selfridge Field, Aug.15-June 
30, 1931; 2nd Lt. Harrison C. Finley, Collinsville, I11., to Pone Field, N.C., 
Sent. l-June 50, 1931; 2nd Lieut. Jos. H. Bro¢rick, Minneazolis, Minn., to 
Scott Field, Ill., Sent. 1l-June 50, 1931; 2nd Lieut. Ray H. Baudreaux, San 
Francisco, Calif., to Crissy Field, Sent. 4-Feb. 28, 1931; end Lieut. Harold 
Lewis Kirby, Los Angeles, Calif., to Crissy Field. 

Detailed to Air Corps and to Primary Flying School, Brooks Field, for 
TRAINING; 2nd Lieut. Harry C. Kirby, Infantry, to revort October 15th. 

Relieved from detail to the Air Corps; Captain Albert L. Lane to end 
Ingineers, Fort Logan, Colorado. 

end Lieut. Jacob G. Reynolds to Hawaiian Denartment for duty with the 
Coast Artillery Cords. 
Resignation; end Lieut. Linwood P. Hudson. 

--~000--= 











SUCCESSFUL PARACHUTE JUMPS FROM PLANES FLYING FORMATION 


Army Air Corns officers at Mitchel Field, L.I., announced recently that the 
moot »oint of whether an aviator might make a parachute jump from a »lane form- 
ing part of a military formation without tangling with the other ships had been 
proved by the successful descent of three soldiers under such conditions. 

Staff Sergeant James Pearson, Corsoral John Marchewka and Private J.Frazio, 
all stationed at Mitchel Field, volunteerea to go aloft for the test. On that 
occasion the formation of three service type Curtiss Falcons circled the field 
at an altitude of about 2,000 fect. At a signal from the leading ship, the 
three men leaped simultaneously into s»ace. They drowned a distance of more 
than a hundred feet before sulling their ri> cords, thus clearing the formation 
by a safe margin. Their narachutes opened readily and the soldiers floated 
sefely to the ground. ate 

In their announcement, officials of Mitchel Field characterized the ex»eri- 
ment as a complete success. They consider the feat of the three Mitchel vield , 
soldiers has settled a question over which Army Air Corns officers have argued 
for several yea’s. ---000--— 


AIR CORPS ENLISTED MEM TO ATTEND SIGNAL CORPS RADIO SCHOOL 


The following-named enlisted men of the Air Corps will be sent to Fort 
Monmouth, New Jersey, revorting not later than September 14th to the Commandant 
of the Signal School for the radio electricians! course; 

Private lst Cl. Melvin A. Rose, 88th Observation Scuadron, Fort Sill, Okla. 

Private Josexh B. Hagen, lst Balloan Company, Fort Sill, Okla. 

Private lst Cl. Arthur R. Musgrove, 88th Observation Sqdn. Fort Sill, Orla. 

Private lst Cl. Charles Donovan,Jr., 2nd Balloon Co., Fort Bragg, N.C. 

Private lst Cl. Haskell E. Neal, 2nd Balloon Company, Fort Bragg, N.C. 

‘riyate lst Cl. Vance Murr, 2nd Bomb. Wing Hars. Langley Field, Va. 

Private John B. Anderson, 49th Bomb. Squadron, Langley Field, Va. 

Private. Clarence E. Ergood, lst Squadron, Mitchel Field, N.Y. 

Private Duane W. Sisson, 61st Service Squadron, Mitchel Field, N.Y. 

Private lst Cl. Josenh H. Romatowski, lst Obs. Squadron, Mitchel Field, N.Y. 

Private Shelby G. Putnam, 6lst Service Squadron, Mitchel Field, N.Y. 

Private Clarence P. Frenks, 17th Squadron, Selfridge Field, Mich. 

Private Jesse C. Kays, 17th Pursuit Squadron, Selfridge Field, Mich. 

Private lst Cl. Edward E. Bjorklund, 17th Pursuit Squadron, Selfridge Field. 

---000--- 


Lieuts. George W, Goddard, William B. Souza, Edvard H. Wood and Newman R. 
Laughinghouse recently returned to Chanute Field bringing from Santa Monica, 
Calif., four of the new Douglas airmlanes assigned to this station. These 
planes are the last of the original consignment of ten of this type to be used 
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Rockwell Air_ Depots. Coronado, Calif., Jvly 31st: 


Maj. A.S. Sneed who has been in command of Rockwell Field and the Rockwell] 
Air Depot, departed July 14%h, for his new station, Fairfield Air Depot, Ohio, 

A farevell dinner party and dance was given by the officers of the command in 
honor of Major Sneed at the Casa De Manana in La Jolla on July 9th. yey B.K. 
Yount, A.C., will succeed ilaj. Sneed as Post Commander. 

Capt. H.li-Elmendorf, former Commanding Officer of the 95th Pursuit Squadron, 
departed for Washington, D.C., recently for duty in the Office of the Chief of 
the Air Corps. Capt. F.0'D. Hunter, assizned to Rockwell Field, will assume 
command of the 95th Pursuit Squadron upon his arrival. 


lst Lieut. Barney ii. Giles was relieved from amty at March Field and assigned 


to the Rockwell Air Depot for duty. 

lst Lieut. R. Baez, Jr., Chief Encvineer Officer of the Rockwell Air Depot, 
received orders assigning him to duty at the Air Corps Training Cen‘%er, Duncan 
Field, Texas. 

More than 200 Y.li.C.A. boys visited Rockwell Field on July 19th. Work in 
the various airplane shops, loading bombs in the planes and other activities 
were explained to the boys. The average age of the boys was about ten angel and 
they represented the various clubs sponsored by the Y.hi.C.A. 

The Rockwell Air Depot has been busy checking in tén new Douglas 0-25 planes 
completed by the Douglas Factory. The planes, as finished, were flown here by 
officers from Fort Riley, Kansas, who came by train for the purpose of ferrying 
the new ships back. After complete mechanical check-up at the Rockwell Depot, 
they were flovwm east one at a time, 

Capt. Evan K. Meredith, Inf. (DOL) Corps Area Athletic Officer, visited 
Rockwell Field, July llth, for purpose of interviewing and selecting candidates, 

Col. John RR. Hannay, Q.lieC., 9th Corns Area Quartermaster, visited Rock- 
well Field, July 14th, for purpose of inspvecvting Quartermaster activities. 

Lieut. J.J. O'Brien, 2nd Survey Company, Australian Carrison Artillery, was 
a visitor at Rockwell Field, July llth, and while here was extended post cour- 
tesies by the Commanding Officer. 

. As 2 contribution to San Diego's big three-day educational program called 
"Know San Diego", sixteen Pursuit airplanes end six Bombers under the command of 
Major Spatz, took off August lst, and after passing in review, staged an aerial 
exhibition over San Diego. The Rockwell Air Depot shops were open for public 
inspection on this day also. a 


Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., July 1 Sthi : 

Our officer personnel was augmented by the recent arrival of four graduates 
of the Advanced Flying School. The new arrivals are — 2nd Lieuts. George C. 
Kruse, Laddie J. Miller, ieee Q. Van Coit and Ralston J. Crew, all Air Corps 
Reserves. 

The aerial gunnery season was concluded after numerous delays and consider= 
able difficulty due to the shortage of airplanes and the pruveteuce (of fogse 
We were only able to run a nal through in the pilot gunners‘ course, but 
our percentage of qualifi¢ations is very satisfactory aid such higher than in 
past years. We are all great Pain in the 0-2H for aerial gunnery and only 
hope the 0-25A will prove as satisfactory. 

The Pacific Coast Air Corps Unit of R.C.7.C. is now undergoing training at 
Crissy Field. Owing to the fact that liaj. Harvey S. Burwell, A.C., from the Uni- 
versity of California, was forced ‘to take leave, lst Lieut. W.R. Sweeley, A.C., 
was sent up from Long Beach to assist in the R.O.7.C. work. lst Lieut. Russel 
Maughan wes called in from Salt. Lake City and now has charge of the Camp, Lieut. 
Sweeley having returned to Long Beach. 

lst Lieut. LeRoy A. Walthall, A.C.,D.0.L., formerly of this station and now 
Unit Instructor for the Second Reserve District, is conducting the camp for Re-~ 
serve Officers at Mather Field. Crissy Field is furnishing all the enlisted per- 
sonnel for this camp and this, with the other drains on Crissy Field personnel 
for manning Reserve Officer Camps at Vancouver Barracks, Washington, Salt Lake 
City, Utah, and Long Beach, California, keeps the remaining personnel working 
hard and tong. 
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Sth, Service. Saunerons Capt. Charles 1, rursley left on May 30th for China 
and Japan. At Nagasaki he will boarc the Transport “Grant" for the States and 
will proceed to his new station at Langley Field. 

Lieut. Charles Douzlas returned from detached service av Camp Joke Hay on 
June lst anc assumed the duties of Assistant iiess Officer. 

The Transport "Grant" arrived in Manila on June 2lst, bringing lst Sgt. James 
S. Grisham from Langley Field, who relieved Sci. Joseph He Benevedese 

Tech.Set. Edward Miller arrived on the same boat, also Staff Sgt. Raymond 
Kerr, Bolling Field, and Sgt. Fred W, Caldwell, Brooks Field. . 

The "Short Timers", dinner for members of this squadron and those of head- 
quarters detachmeyt returning to the mainland on June 27th was held on the 18th. 
The Mess Sergeani and his staff were congratulated on the splendid cinner served. 

The Nichols Field Golf Tournament was held on June 20th. Sgt. John Murphy 
of this squadron won the championship for the year 1930. Pvt. 1/cl. Howard E. 
Hause of the 66th was runner-upe A cup will be presented by the Nichols Field 
Golf Association. 

Headquarters, 4th Composite Group: Capt. E.C. Black was assigned to Head- 
querterse 

Mr.Sgt. Garner, TecheSgt. Malloy, and Sgts. Dobbs and Foster arrived on the 
transport and were assigned to headquarters. Mr. Sct. Garner is replacing Staff 
Sct. Gaspard as Post Sergeant Major. ; 

20 Observation Squadron: During the first ten days of the month a large 
number of formation flights were made to various places within a radius of 70 
miles of the field. 

On June llth Lieuts. Backes and Yeager made a cross-country ey to Legaspi 
in two Amphibians for the purvose of inspecting @ proposed landing field for land 
planes at that place. Several interesting photographs of the volcano were made. 

On June 14th Lieuts. Haywarc and Kennedy made a flight in two O2-H plones 
to San Jose, Mindoro. 

The transport, "Grant", arrived in Manila at daybreak, June ‘21st. All 
planes of this squadron flew out to meet her. | 

Lieut. Hayward made a cross-country flight to Olongapo the same day to make 
arrangements for the use of the naval dry dock at that place for the "Grant". 

On June 18th all Squadron men quartered in the old barracks were moved into 


the newly completed barracks. 


On Friday, the 13th, the Squacron won the cup of the Duck Pin League by 
taking two games out of three in a tie play off with the 28th Squadron. The 
basket ball team continued its winning streak by defeating the 28th in the second 
game of the series by the score of 22 to 20. The game was cone of the hardest 
fought contests ever to be played on the local court. This put the Second in 
the lead for the championship over the 28th Squadron, which won the cup for the 
last three years. Under the command of Capt. Giles, the Squadron has gone’ out 
for all laurels in athletic games and romped home ahead in all events, The Squad- 
ron will feel the loss of Capt. Giles, who returns to the States on the October 
transport. It is seldom that an organization is lucky enough to secure a Squad- 
ron Commander who takes so much interest and puts forth so much effort in pro- 
moting athletics for the men as Capt. Giles. 

The 2d lost the following officers on the June transport: Lieuts. Dunlap, 
Hamlin, Johnson, Shea and Stearley, 

The following new officers and non-commissioned officers arrived: Licuts. 
Davis, Hoppin and White; lir.Sgt. Crowder, Siaff Sgt. Davis, Sgts. Amero, Miller 
and Tomlinsone . i. 

Lieut. Myers, our Squadron Adjutant, Mess Officer, Supply Officer, Engineer- 
ing and Transportation Officer is wearing a broad grin since the arrival of the 
June transport, due partially to the arrival of Lieuts. Valentine, NeZson, Zettel, 
Malone and Wolfinbarger, who will relieve him of all but two of his jobs, and 
also due to the arrival of Mrs. Myers. 

New arrivals in Menila during the months of May and June; May 5th to Staff 
Sgt. and Mrs. Charles B. Field, a girl, Maxene Maryland. 

May 29th to Staff Sgt. and lirs. iorein Martin, a girl, Elanor Elaine. — 

June 15th to Staff Sct. and lirs. Bulloch, a boy, a Jre 
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Capt. Harry C. linet relinquished command ,of-72nd Bombardment Sqe, and 
returned to the moinland on the "CAMBRAI", June L2th, for station av A.C. Tech- 
nical School, Chanute Field, T1l.. He will enjoy a leave of absence prior to 
reporting for duty at his new station. Capt. Horace N. Heisen assumed command 
of the 72nd on the departure of Capi. Drayton. 

Ist. Lieut. Russell L. Williamson re‘.rncc to duty: from 3 months’ leave er 

the 7th and sailed on the "CAMBRAI", June 12th, for his new station at 
Wricht Fielc, Ohio. 

lst Lieut. William B. Clarke, relieved lst Lieut. Williamson as Officer in 
Charce of Hawdiian Air Depot, on June 12th. 

’ Capt. Ulysses G. Jones assumed duties of Executive Officer of Luke Field, 

Ist Lieut. John A, Laird, Jre, relieved Capt. Jones as Adjutant of Luke 
Field and 5th Composite Group, .C. 

“gnd Lieut. Sheldon B. Edwards, was detailed as Assistant to lst Lieut. 
Benjamin F. Griffin, to Post Maintenance Officer. 

Announcement was made on the 12th at a tea given by Mrs. Caroline E. FPeter- 
son of the engagement of her cauchter, liuriel, to 2nd Lieut. Edwin W. Rawlings, 
AeC.e Miss. Muriel Peterson is a gracuate of Punahou and Mills College. 

Capt. William E. Lynd and Mr. Sgt. Christian £. Peterson, of the Office 
of the Chief of the Air Corps, arrived on the “CAMBRAI” on June 12th to inspect 
AC. units and activities at Luke Field and Wheeler Field. 

Since the last issue of the NEWS LETTER, orders were issued directing lst 
Lieut. James F,.J° Early to report to ilarch Fielc, on completion of his présent 
tour of foreign service, as a student at the Primary Flying School, instead 
of to Ist Balloon Co., at Fort Sill, Okla. “io 

2nd Lieut. Reginald R. Gillespie, 4th Obs. Squadron, A.C., was promoted to 
Ist Lieutenant, to rank from June 7, 1930. 

Ist Liouts. John W. Warren and Robert H. Finley arrived June 25th on the 
"St.lihiel", The former was assigned to 72nd Bomb. Sq. and the latter to the 
4th Obs. Sq.. Lieut. Warren was detailed as Assistant to Officer in Charge of 
the Haveiian Air Denot, in addition to his other duties. 

2nd Lieut. Sheldon B. Edwards was promoted to Ist Lieutenant, to rank from 
June 21st, 1930. ; 

On the 19th Capt. Lynd, 4.C., and l/Sgie Peterson flew to Hilo, Hawaii, in. 
the Fokker, to inspect landing fields on that Island. Capt. Lynd, and M/Sgt. 
Peterson are representatives of the Chief of the Air Corps. Thus, for the first 
time since establishing ..C. troops in Hawaii, wes an inspection carried out by 
representatives from the Chief's office. 

Seventeen recruits arrived on the "CAMBRAI" on June Ist, and six recruits 
arrived on the 25th for Luke and Wheeler Fields. The contingent of six recruits 
is the smallest to arrive for the Air Corps since establishment of the two air 
fields in the Department. 

Luke Field flyers in the Sector-lavy League played the following games 
curing the month of June, with the results’ as shown: 


Luke Field - 0. ‘Submerine: Base =— 4 
° “ -10  - Marines - 4 
° " - 3 Naval Air = - ll 
® eee OG - Honolulu: © - 5 
. . «23 larines ide... ie | 
® We wel : Marines - I 
. . - 0 Naval Air oe 4 


The game with Naval Air which ended 4 = 0 against Luke Field was, from the 
spectators’ standpoint, the best game ever played. on the Luke Field diamond in 
the history of compétition between the two’ teams « “Luck" and the breaks of the 
game were against the Luke Fliers. 

The game with the Marines, which Luke Field won by score 2 =—1, was an ex- 
hibition of brilliant pitching between Deiane:, for the flyers, and Sturn, for 
the Leathernecks. Delaney allowed the liarines only two hits of the scratch 
varicty. The first hit came in the 5th inning, when a ground ball bounced badly 
over Olszanowicz, and in the 7th inning, a high fly fell between Bvars, Ist 
Basemen, Olszanowicz, and Lapsley, just two yards inside the first base foud line 
for a single. Olszanowicz attempted to make the catch but missed, the ball roll- 
ing into foul territory, while the runner advanced to second. lio damage caused 
ag the side was retired. 
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The game with Honolulu, which was won by the Flyers, 6-5,was a spirited con- 
test, with the Flyers trailing until the 3th inning, when a 4-run rally put them 
ahead, six hits anc a sacrifice accounting for the necessary margin of victory. 
By this victory for the Flyers of tvo wins for one loss cf the three games played 
a record of six rears standing wes established whereby Honolulu has failed to 
defeat the Flyers o their home diamond. 

Only five games remain to be played by the Flyers in the Sector-Navy Leacue 
for the 1930 serson. The Squadrous on Luke Field will then devote time to prep- 
aration for the interesting competition for the “KUNTZ-MCSES" Memorial Trophy. 
Swimming, Volley Ball, Basket Ball, and Boxing are the events to be competed in- 
by the squadrons for the Trophy. 


Lieut.-Col. H.f. Clagett, Commanding Officer of Brooks Field, will serve as 
a referee for the ilational Aeronautic Association in the forthcoming Brovmsville- 
Chicago Men's Derby. 

Ist Lieut. S.:.. Connell, formerly Post Exchange Officer, Brooks Field, was 
transferred to Chanute Field. 2nd Lieut. L.H. Douthit is now Post. Exchange 
Officer. 

lst Lieut. RD. Knapp, Operations Officer of Brooks Field, flew to Chenute 
Field the sixteenth to rcturn seven graduates of the Technical School to their 
station in the Air Corps Training Center. 

gnd Lieut. Jolin ij. Jones, formerly stationed in Canal Zone Department, ree 
ported at Brooks Field for duty, and was assigued to the Flying Department. 

Ist Lieut. Howard i]. Engler of Brooks Field, received orders transferring 
him to Chanute Field. 

2nd Lieut. E.!!. Lawson, Brooks Field, is now on leave at Lexington, Ky. 

2nd Lieut. liorris F. Daly of Brooks Field, is at présent on leave, at the 
expiration of which he will report to ‘Jest Toint where he has been detailed to 
duty as coach of the Point football team. 

end Lieut. James W. hicCauley, Post Field, reported for duty at Brooks Field, 
and was assigned to the Flying Department. 

end Lieut. Charles E. Deerwester, Brooks Field, was transferred to Chanute 
Field. " 


Fort Sil], Okla., July 29th 

The major part of the month wes taken up with sunnery prectice. Most of the 
record and nart of the preliminary practice was done at Fort Crockett, Galveston, 
Texas. The Officers were divided into two groups, the first group went dowm on. 
the seventh of July and started firing immediately. As each officer finished he 
was s0.1% back to the home airdrome and an officer from the second group replaced 
him. All of the bombing and two phases of the observers’ ground course were done 
on the home range. Second Lieut. Lilburn L. Fator,Capt. Lawrence fF. Hickey and 
Mr/Sgt. Chester F. Colby were high men in order named. 

Miaje-General William Lassiter wes on overnicht visitor at the Post,July 16th. 

Lieut. Carter, ferrying an 0-25 from Santa Monica, Calif., to Ft. Riley, 
Kanse, stopped, here over ixight July 17th. 

2nd Lieuts.James ‘/.licCauley and Richard I.Dugan departed on a month's leave. 

end Lieuts.Georce GC. Northrup, James W. MicCauley, Dudley E. Whitten and 
Douglas T. Mitchell went to Buffalo, N.¥., by rail and ferried back four new 
O-19B Thomas-hiorse Observation vlanes. 

2nd Lieut. Georse Ge Worthrup wes ordered to Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, on 
detachec service. 

enc Lieut. Joel' G. Pitts, Air-Reserve, reported for one year’s active duty 
with this organization. 


3rd Attack Group, Fi.Crockett, Texas, \uze Ist? 


Amelia Earhart visited the Group recently in compeny with Lieut. J. Harper, 
U. S.N. They were cuests at a luncheon tendered them at the Officers’ Club by 
aj. Davenport Jchnson and officers of the Groupe 

end Lieut. Karl G.E. Gimmler ard Sgt. Frank Sirovic, 13th Attack Squadron, 
joined the ranks of the Caterpillar Club at ebout 5:00 Pil.,Tuesday,July 15, neor 
Ealletisville, Texas, when their elevator jammed and they were forced to bail 
cut. No injuries vere sustained. 

The baseball season ending in a tie between the 60th Service Squadron and 
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the 90th \tiack Squadrou, a three- game series was then played, and the 90th 
wou two straight games, 8-6, 3-0, to win the Post championship. There will. not 
be e second half to the taseball season as football practice will start soon. 
From the apnearance of the uew materiel, we will have another championship team” 
this year. 

Record gunrery and bouwbing in this Squadron, which has been delayed, is 
nearing compistion. Fifteen officers fired the "B" course for pilots, of which 
number five cuanlified as sharpshooters and seven as marksmen, three failing to 
qualify. All scores are cousidered fairly satisfactory, considering that they 
were mede, iargely, under typical Kansas wind conditions. 

Orders were received relieving end Lieut. Carl N. Olson, Air-Rese, from 
active duty, effective the 28th inst. Lieut. Olson requested this action in 
order to accept a position in civil life. He was well liked in the Squadron, 

and we wish him success. 

2nd Lieut. S.i:.Cheyney, formerly stationed at Rock: ell Field, reported for 
duty at this station on the 26th. a" 

lir.Sgt. Arnold Ruef just returned from a ten-day fishing trip in Cabbrade, 
His story is, that to fird good fishing territory it was necessary to camp near 
the snow line. He planned to stay a mouth but, of course, the fish didn't 
I mean, he forgot to carry with him sufficient blankets and had to return early, 
He confesses that he probably should have gone to Wisconsix or Minnesota so far 
as “weather"(%) is concerned. An pignby-tuenby unique and plausible story Rut, 


“s*e27 


Boston Airport, Bast Boston, liass., July 26th: — 

Activities for veek of June 29th = July 5th: 

After last week*s almost unprecedented rush of activity, which resulied in 
using up.all our allotted flying hours. before the end of the fiscal year, this 
week seemed rather cull. On Sunday, Cani.. Ford returned from Columbus, Ohio, 
via Bolling Field, bringing Capt. Lusk with him; Tuesday, to Reserves put in 
seme time and Lieut. Wilson flew to Mitchei Field; returning the next cay; Thurs- 
day, Lieut.Greer flev aj. Lincoln to Bolling Field, returning alone on Fricay; 
Saturday, our only activity was welcominc visitors. Licuts. Rovers and Desros- 
iers arrived from Brooks Field in a Douclas X-104 and Capt. Pascale with Lieut. 
Hollidge came in from Langley Field. Lieut. Oweus came in from Bangor, Me., and 
General Browm with Lieut. Stranathan were the last deeiniaiinned of the veek, coming 
from Washington, D.C. 

activities for week of July 6th = July 12th: 

General iJalker opeued the week for us by having Lieut. Wilson fly him on 
Sunday between Vineverd Haven on the Island of Nentucket, and Newport, R.I., and 
Hyannis on Cape Cod. Two Reserve officers, Capt. Holierman and Licut. Towner, 
began their two weeks’ tour of active duty. Tuesday, we put in a very active 
day. Reserve flying, parachute testing and a couple of short cross-country trips 
made up the day. -‘/ednesday, we put in some little time and Thursday, we had 
‘another big day, which included two round trips to Mitchel Field. . Friday, was 
quiet and Saturday wound up the week vith a let of reserve flying, a trip to 
Voodstock, Vt., and another to Mitchel Field. Our only visitor was Lieut. Holi. 
Wittkop on his wey from Mitchel Field to Portland, lie., on Saturday. 

Activities for week of July 13 - July 19th: . ; 

Sunday, Lieut. Wilson left liitchel Field with Lieut. Steed and went on to 
Langley Field. iionday, they returned to iiitchel Field and Capi..,Holiermen came 
back from Voodstock, Vite Tuesday was not very-active. Only one Reserve officer, 
besides those on.active duty, did any flying. Lieut. Wilson returned from Mit- 
chel Field. Wednesday, Lieut. ‘ilson and’ Lieut. Bogert vere the only local fly- 
ers, but this day saw the start of a long trip for the two Reserve officers on 
active duty, Capt. Holterman and Lieut. Tovmer. They took off with Capt. Ford 
usiiig’ two O-11"s and an O1-B, for a non-sto> flight to Langley Field. -lMajor 
Cummings, ii.C., and two mechénics were the passengers. On Thursday they came 
back, stopping at Bolling and ilitchel Fields. Meanwhile , a number of Reserves 
were putting in time on the I'T’s, and Col. Lincoln went with Lieut. Wilson to 
Groton, Conn., and back. Friday vas very quiet. Saturday, too, ‘was quivter 
than ‘usual, with ouly two flights leaving the vicinity of Boston. One of those 
carried General Walker to Martha’s Vineyard anc beck. Our only visitors during 
the week were Lieuts. Brookings, Evans and Tatcr, all from iiitchel Field. . 
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On Aug. lst, a flight of six 0-19' 8, comianded by Lieut.-Col. Jonn A. Paege- 
low, went to Knoxville, Tenn. to attend che dedication of an airport. 

Mrs. Frederick Bacher, Scott Field, received slight injuries while horse- 
pack riding on Aus. 2nd, when her mount ran into an automobile on the Scott Field 


roade 
40th Division aviation, Calif. 


The 115th Observation Squadron was recently in the throes of prepering for 
summer training camp at San Luis Obispo. During this period no flying was cone 
due to the fact that all materiel and tools were prepared for shipment to the 
campe The enlisted men and baggage left for the. camp via the Southern Pacifie 
on July 26th. On the same date nine planes were ferried to the camp by the fly- 
ing personnel of the Squadron. 

The Squadron welcomes a new officer - Lieut. Richard Hoffman, o recent grade 
uate of Brooks and Kelly Fields, and congratulates Licut. Now upon his promotion 
to let Lieutenant. 

Capt. E. A.Peterman for the past six months on leave in Washington,D.C., 
returned to duty as Operations Officer. . 

 Lieuts. Robinson, Carroll, Wallen and Gard recently completed long and suce 
cessful cross-country trips to Sacramento and the Bay District :of San Francisco.e 
Lieuts. Larson and Wellen completed trips to Dry Lake, for the purpose of checking 
the new aerial machine guns. Our two 0-17's were recently equipped with rear 
gun mounts for this purpose. 

On July 18th the Squadron flew a Sietibhion for the funeral services conduct- 
ed for the late Maury Graham, air mail pilot, whose body was found in the wilds 
of Utah after a search of six months. Maury was epiatniead a member of this 
squrdrone 

Major Haynes, Commanding Officer of the 4lst Division on aviation, Washington 
National Guard, of Spokane, Wash.e, recently dropped in to pay us a visit, having 
ferried an 0-2 to Rockwell from his home station.. 

On Sunday, July 20th, all personal ecuipment, etc., was dravm by this organ- 
ization for whipment to campe This necessarily disrupted the schedule for drill, 
the washout being made complete by the fact that all flying equipment wes grounded, 

Lieuts, Sevall and Miller put in several days of duty at Capitola with the © 
200th Field Artillery, Calif. N.G., doing tow target and spotting work, These 
officers joined their organization on the 26th at San Luis Obispo. 

The advance detachment to camp, commanded by Lieut. Wallen, left this station 
dy train on Wednesday the 23rd. These men will also act as the rear detachment 
remaining at camp for one day after the main cnet is relieved. 


Chanute Field, Rew uly Tle, July 26%h* 


Lieuts. Lanagan and lioon. were ordered to sante Monica, Cale, to ferry two 
new 0-25A airplanes from the Douglas Aircraft Factory to this Field. ‘These air- 
planes are the first of an allotment of ten authorized for this station. The re- 
maining eight are now on a priority schecule and will be ready for delivery iin 
in the noar future, 

Looking out on the flying field novadays gives us the impression of an At- 
tack Squadron, as we have eleven A-3 airplanes. Practically all of the older mod- 
el 0-2 planes have either been condemed or surveyed as unfit for service. When 
delivery is effected on the 0-25A ships, flying time should be easier to secure 
than heretofore. 

Major Martin of the Chief's Office recently inspected the Operations end 
aes eeerting Departments. He found saindisink ties in excellent condition and was well 
pleased, 

Ist. Lieut. Walter Ke Burgess enaaituans back for duty after spending a month's 
leave of absence motoring to the Vest Coast and back. va 

Tech. Sgt. George P. Klingler recently received a long deserved promotion to 
ir. Set., after being our Flisht Chief for a number of years. Immediately upon 
notification of promotion, Sei. ilingler received orders transferring him to 
Selfridge Field. Teche Sgt. Paul 8. eneumead one of our two enlisied etn re= 
placed Sgt. eee as Flight Chi af. Y aie : 
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Congressman Clazue of liinnesota, wes an unofficial visitor here recently, 
He came unaunounced, and was shown through the school by Capte Voss anc Col. 
Wuest.: Upon completion of his unofficial inspection, Lieut. laye, our Personnel 
Adjutant, flew him to liinneapolis, iiinn. Congressman Clague is a member of the 
ililitary Affairs Commmittee. 


ionvgomery, Ala.e, July 30ths 

Congressman Lister Hill was the guest of Maj. Walter Weaver, Commanding 
Officer of ifaxwell Field, on July 28th during the aerial review for General rank 
Re hicCoye 

On July 29th, a special demonstration of the dropping of hiachine guns and 
personnel from planes by parachute was recorded by Paramount Sound News, the ex- 
hibition having been requested by the Wotion Picture Organization and approved 
by the Commander of the Fourth Corps Area. 

An aerial demonstration for the American Legion was staged on July 30th by 
the flying personnel. The events consisted of formation flying, balloon straf- 
fing, bombing a “dummy battleship, parachute jumping and acrobaticse The review 
attracted an unusually large audierce. 

On the same day the Hone F. Trubee Davison, Assistant Sedretary of War, 
visited iiaxvell Field on the first stop of his ten thousand-mile tour of the Air 
Corps Posts of the United States. ‘hile here, he addressed the Alabama Departi- 
ment of the American Lesion, at their Convention. Secretary Davison spent the 
afternoon in an inspection of liaxwell Field, proceeding from here to Shreveport, 
Lae 

Posi Summer School is in session for the junior officers of the field. 
Schedules of instruction include Communication, Courts liartial, Cross-country 
ilaintenance, Racio and Customs of the Service. 

li. Harry A. Kemming, Insiructor of Life Saving for the American Red Cross, 
was at idoxwell Field for three cays, during which time he gave instruction to 
the officers and enlisted personnel of iiaxvell. Field. 


a -- ‘ 


llaxwell Field, Mowtsomery, Ala., Auge 15th: 

The most interesting thing which has happened at Maxwell in the opinion of 
all the officers, is the arrival of the new Thomas-Morse airplanes. Bight have 
already been ferried from Buffalo and four more are to be secured within a short 
while e 

Maxwell officers have been active in the ferrying of ational Guard aircraft 
having flovm four O-11's and one PT to various outfits during \ugust. 

liaj. Walter Weaver, Commanding Officer, accompanied by Capt. ilea. hicFadden, 
Constructing Quartermaster, was piloted by Lieut. Persons in the C-1 to Weshing- 
ton, where he visited the Office of the Chief of the Air Corps. 

Lieut. l!.L. Cote, formerly stationed here, again réported for duty, having 
just completed the Photographie Course at Chanute Field. 

The following Maxvell Field officers have instructions to report to Chanute 
Field by October Ist, for courses of study at the Technical Schook, viz  Lieuis. 
Spencer Calloway and Stoyte Ross, Aircraft Armament; Lieut. GH. Henderson, Com- 
munications; Lieut. Philip D. Coates, Thotographic. 

During July, Mexvell Fiele led sips Army stations in re-enlistments, hav- 
ing a record of 100%. 

The Flyers, our baseball outfit, bids fair to win the pennant in the City 
League of ilJontgomery. With only a few more games to play, our boys are well in 
the lead. 


March Fiela, Riverside, Calif., Auge 8tht 

Maj. J.T. iiclarney, A.C., iirs. iicNarney and daughter, arrived at liarch Field 
on Auge Sth for station. Naj. McNarney assumed command, vice liaj. Li.F. Harmon, 
“transferred to Fi. Leavenworth. 

Ist Lieut. Joseph P. Bailey, accompanied by lhirs. Bailey, reported for duty 
on auge lst from Panamae They have been assicned quarters on the Posi. 

Capt. Walter J. Reed, 4.C., left on the Transport "Somme" on July 30th ror 
Langley Field, where he is to enroll in the next class at the Tactical School. 

Asst. Secy. of ‘ar, Hon. F. Truhee Davison, paid a visit to March Field on 
Auge 7th, for the purpose of inspection. He was much impressed with the improve- 
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ment made on the -ost during the past year, as well as with the beauty of the 
officers’ club, which he declared as being the finest he has seen in the Army. 
He was entertained at luncheon by liaj. one 
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l1f?th Pursuit Sauadron: Lieut. Francisco Cedaval, of the Argentine Navy, has 
been attached to the 17th Fursuit Squecron for tactical training and for the per- 
iod of the encampment at Camp Skeel, Oscoda, iJich. Lieut. Cadaval was -sent to 
this country by his government for the purvose of studying at the ir Corps Tech- 
nical and Tadtical Schools. He recently completed the photocraphic course at 
Chanute Field, and will enter the nev. class at the Tactical School, Langley Field 
Vae, in September, after finishing the gunnery practice at Camp Skeel. 

The 17th Pursuit Squadron left for the runnery camp at Oscoda, ilich., the 
first part of .\ugust for three weeks’ intensive gunnery practice. Both Curtiss 
re1l"s and the new Boeing P-12B"s will be usec for firing. 

27th Pursuit Souadron: Beginning July by completing a very nice two weels' 
trip to Chicago, the 27th Squadron worked during the month with a vigor charac- 
teristic of that organization. Meeting with and overcoming such seemingly in- 
surmountable tasks as cedicating airports, filling out form "1*s" end accident 
reports for Reserve officers on two weeks’ active duty, the month was, indeed, 

a full one for those officers who had not the foresight to request leave. 

On July 12th, four 27th pilots flew with a flight from Group Headquarters 
to welcome Commander Byrd to Chicazoe 

Six pilots from this Squadron with Lieut. hieoL. Elliott in command, enjoyed 
a pleasant week-end in Niles, ilich.e The event was occasioned by the arrival of 
the All-Michigan Aviation Tour in that city. 

On July 12th, Lieut. Sillin gave en instructive and interesting smoke demon- 
stration over the city of Battle Creek, Mich. Lieut. Sillin-is our most exper- 
ienced pilot in the matter of smoke screeus and is, we believe, a very capable 
demonstrator. 

Lieutse Smith, C.F. Hegy, D.F. Yost and ’.B. Olsen, by dint of hard work, 
well accomplished tasks, pleasing personalities, and the common sense to request 
it, were granted and enjoyed two weeks' leave during the month of July.s The 
above mentioned four returned to the organization either love-sick or lazy, ac- 
cording to their respective temperamenis. 

The end of the month finds the Squadron cheerfully endeavoring to make the 
best of a period of forced inactivity. 

94th Pursuit Squadron: Fishing and swimming seemed to dominate the after- 
noons and many an unwary soldier came back to Selfridge with a peeling sunburn, 
but scarcely, if anv, fish. 

Some of the hish spots of the camp were the visits of -isst. Secy. of War, 
Hon. F. Trubee Davison, ilaj. Brett and iiaj. Brower; the visit of the Siamese 
Colonel inspecting our Air Corps; ard the flight to Bay City on the 27th to as- 
sist in dedicating a nev airporte 

Lieut. Carl Feldmann is now at Walter Reed Hospital and everyone is glad to 
hear that he is improving. He will be in the hospital for perhaps two more 
months, and will be welcomed back to Selfridge as soon as the "Medicos" will turn 
him loose. 

The 94th Squacron is glad to welcome Lieuts. Mosher, Jacobs, Tincomb and 
Vaitkus, who came here from Kelly Field lest month. 

Upon returning from Camp Skeel, the 94th Squacron finds itself in plans for 
schooling the Reserve cfficers on two weeks’ active duty the first part of August 
The P=12"s will undergo a most needed overhaul while PT-1"s and PT-3's hold the 
stage for a short time. 


1, CoZey Auge 15tht 


Although activities at this station have been extremely quiet during the 
past few months, the usual homevard trek of the Commissioned and Enlisted Per- 
sonnel who have completed their tour of Foreign Service promises to become a ver- 
itable "Big Parade" as a result of the new Foreign Service Two Year Bill. Under 
the nev; measure, those who formerly had from six months to a year to complete 
their tour now find themselves "short-timers" and Headquarters is at work com— 
pleting an accurate list of those who are eligible to return to the States. 
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During the past few weeks five officers have left the Field for assignmentg 
in the United States, Ist Lieut. Edvard D. Jones, former idjutant, will be sta. 
tioned at Duncan Field, Texes; Ist Licut. Robert T. Croneau was relieved and or. 
dered to report to Lancley Field, Vae3 7st Licut. Don W. llayhue drew an assign. 
ment at Fi. Crockett, Texas, while Ist Lieut. Glen C. Jamison proceeded to Lang. 
ley Field, Va. 2nd Lieut. John li. Jones was to report to Duncan Field, Texas, 
for assignment. 

The number of Captains on cuty here was increased the first part of July 
when lst Lieut. Louis i’. Eller accepted the Captain's commission that was tende 
ed him from Washington. Capt. Eller is assigned to the 24th Pursuit Squadron. 

Aerial gunnery and bombing practice is nearing a close with many of the 
participating officers showing high scores. Only one accident has marred the 
practice season and resulted in the death of 2nd Lieut. William Letzig and Staff 
Sgt. Hall of the 7th Observation Squadron. Their DH crashed at Fi. Randolph 
while on a tow-tarcet mission during the final day of C.A.C. A.A. Machine Gun 
practice. 

Talking pictures have reached the Field with the result that the "Standing 
Room Only" sign is not an unusual sight at the E & R Building. The exceptional 
type of pictures that are being billed is drawing crowds from not only the local 
personnel but from the Naval Air Station, Submarine Base and Ft. Randolph. 

The France Field installation was one of the first in the Army Motion Pic- 
ture Circuit on the Isthmus due to the fact that the technicians necessary for 
the installation were found among the members of the Field and it was not neceg= 
sary to wait for Department experts. 

The basketball season is nearing a close with the France Field cagers in 


possession of the Gold Coast title. ‘Jith seven tecms an the Army and Navy League 


there has been plenty of basket ball for the crowds to witness this season and 
with eleven games in the discard, the France Field quintet has dropped but one, 
With exBy. two gemes left to close the season, Panama scribes predict the local 
bovs will be easy winners over the Vacifie Side champions, procuring the Zone 
championship. 
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